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ILLUSTRATIONS OF I. TIMOTHY, 11. 4. 


<¢ Who will have all men to be saved and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.” 


Of the depravity of the human heart, its disposition to 
sunder what God has joined together, is not the most equivo- 
cal indication. In regard to our salvation, the operations of 
this disposition are irresistibly obvious. The history of the 
human race brought down to the present moment, kills all ex- 
pectation of opposing to the triumphs of death a successful 
resistance. There are few in tl » bosom of whose faith, the 
doctrine of annihilation can repose. Nor from the belief of 
their future existence can any consistently expunge that im-— 
pression respecting its mode, which claims the preservation 
of their original capacities of happiness or misery. To sink 
under the power of perpetual wretchedness, and to renounce 
the hope of future enjoyment, they are utterly reluctant.— 
The means of acquiring the one, and of escaping the other, 
are indeed prescribed in the book of salvation ; but these 
means are abhorred while their end is sought. It is not 
therefore « passing strange,” that under such circumstances, 
while the injunctions of the gospel are trampled upon, a claim 
should be set up to the fulfilment of its promises in the result 
of universal salvation. Except in that sacred intimacy which 
Heaven has given to them, divine injunction can have no ob- 
ject, and divine promise no force : and yet that intimacy shall 
be violated for the preservation of the life of hope amidst the 
hateful and cherished occupants of the untamed and disobe- 
dient spirit. 3 

The suggestion of this fact is not unwarranted by just 
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occasion. ‘The doctrine to which we have adverted is not, 
indeed, very often announced from the pulpit or the press.— 
There are, however, circles in which its voice is lifted up. 
And it demands no pre-eminent proficiency in the knowledge 
of human nature to authorize the statement, that some vague 
impressions in favor of this sentiment inspire the consola- 
tions of many who on evangelical principles have no claim 
to comfort. ‘The mischief is done while the hand that works 
it is often covered with the veil of darkness. The rending 
of this veil is forbidden by the fear that the peace thus easily 
acquired may be disturbed. But an attempt is sometimes 
made to sustain, by an appeal to scripture, this comfortable 
belief: and then we are told that «* God will have all men‘to 
be saved.”’ 

A disposition to assign to the language of the sacred vol- 
ume an unnatural meaning is worthy of condemnation. But 
we shall not escape an evil as serious, if we give to every 
sentence, without regard to its connection, a literal interpre- 
tation. When we advance to an enquiry into the import of 
the sacred writings, we should never deny them the privilege 
of interpreting themselves. No human means are more like- 
ly to save us from error than a wise reference to the analogy 
of faith. ‘The Bible is always at peace with itself. On it 
shall not be charged as fault, the inconsistencies of the men 
who speculate upon it. If its interpreters differ, this is their 
own affair. 

That God has not absolutely and efficaciously resolved to 
save all men, may be inferred from the phraseology of the 
passage under consideration. Its language is not that God 
will save all men and bring them to the knowledge of the 
truth; but that he «wll have all men to be saved, and to 
be brought to the knowledge of the truth.” If, indeed, such 
were his determination, it must necessarily be effectual, since 
his ability to do whatever he will, cannot be questioned. The 
failure, therefore, of that object, as it cannot be ascribed to 
any want of power to effect his designs, must be referred to 
the absence of any such intention. But that some shall not 
be saved, or in other words, shall be miserable hereafter, 
might be inferred from a comparison of their characters with 
the character of God. Surely to those who have reached 
the highest degree of moral perfection attainable in this life, 
and to those on whom the leprosy of moral pollution is most 
deeply imprinted, a common destiny shall not be allotted.— 
The statements of inspiration convert this presumption into 
certainty. The point is settled in the anticipated history 
of the future judgment with which we are favored. The 
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righteous and the wicked shall be divided from each other, 
and while the salvation of the former is consummated, on the 
latter shall be pronounced the sentence, «*‘ Depart accursed 
into everlasting fire, prepared for the Devil and his angels.” 

Be it never said that Jehovah in the denouncements of his 
wrath against sin, has nothing in view but to terrify and thus 
to reclaim transgressors. Strip him of his sincerity, and 
you strip him of himself. ‘Then, indeed, you may approach 
his throne in what temper, and what act you please, but you 
shall find it vacant. If he be not in earnest when he threat- 
ens, he may with equal propriety in his promises deceive you. 
He may mean nothing of all that he has said and sworn. In 
his word and in his works he may but trifle with his crea- 
tures; and in the excesses of his sportings he may remand 
them to nothing, or strike them to perdition. Compared with 
the effect of a moral chaos like this, who does not see a glory 
thrown upon the divine character, even by the flames of 
‘Vophet ? : ao 

From the system of universal salvation, the doctrine of 
future punishment is not always excluded. But to the dura- 
tion of that punishment a limit is assigned. In the furnace 
of suffering, the sinner shall be purified into a saint: and for 
him there shall no longer exist aa impassible gulph dividing 
Heaven from Hell. W sat Teh becomes of the claims of the 
divine law on the transgressor? ‘Though it were granted 
that the sins of a short life do net involve the necessity of 
eternal misery, that misery may be demanded by other con- 
siderations. The obligation of the law of Ged upon us 
grows out of the relation which we sustain to him as the crea- 
tures of his power, and the subjecis of his gocernment; and 
shall we ever cease to be creatures and subjects, and there- 
fore bound to obedience? If so, our best way were to plunge 
into the bottomless pit as soon as possible, for then our re- 
sponsibility would cease, and the angel of our redemption 
would more speedily visit us and knock off our chains, and 
proclaim our jubilee. It is,ali A. mistake. Not so terrible 
were the announcemen{é of thé divine law on Sinai, as shall 
be the reverberations of its demands through the dismal 
deeps of Hell. , (Mfere shall then be er, for us no ener- 
gies competent to subdue thé spirit of rebellion. © Ever alive 
and ever active, the principle of sin will claim its wages of 
death. Instead of that love which God universally demands 
of all his intelligent creatures, the sinner, like Milton’s Satan, 
will render «immortal hate :’? and as he sins forever, his 
sufferings shall not sooner terminate. | 

It can, however, by no means be conceded, that the demerit 
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of sinshall be graduated by that limited scale which measures 
the period of its commission. Who does not see that the act 
of a moment often entails afflictive consequences, which no- 
thing but the barrier of death can arrest? Who is prepared 
to affirm on his own knowledge, that the progression of these 
consequences does not overleap that barrier? If under the 
righteous government of God, the sin of a moment, reputed 
venial by the world, may nevertheless cloud with sorrows a 
long life, without one particle of efficacy in reforming the 
sufferer, on what principle can it be maintained, that under a 
different dispensation of that government, the multiplied and 
mingling transgressions of a whole life, be it long or short, 
may not in consequence of the high and hallowed obligations 
which they violate, involve interminable misery ? 

In this controversy, be the Bible our umpire. In reply to 
our appeal, it says, and says with authority, «These shall go 
away into everlasting pumjshment.”” ‘The pitiful effort has 
indeed been made to paige th power of this language.— 
And could the Holy Spirit, in attempting to transfuse the en- 
ergy of his unambiguous conception into our minds, find no 
term to express a long duration, but one that should convey 
to us the idea of a real and proper eternity? Be itso. And 
then, when on that page “ER as agate’ with the light of 
‘¢ life and immortality,” We have tht words « everlasting 
life,’ we must depress our aspiring hopes by promising only 
a life of long continuance. In both connections the expres- 
sion is equally strong: and it must be equally limited or 
unlimited. 

In that mixed condition to which we belong, a right estima- 
tion of the value of our existence should be derived from the 
predominancy of our enjoyments or our sufferings. If after 
tasting the highest happiness for the longest period which we 
can imagine, we should be doomed to endless suffering, in the 
excess of its duration over that of our felicity would be mark- 
ed upon our being the brand of the curse. But if after count- 
less millions of ages of wr a ey should be redeemed 
and restored to eternal blessedness, 4s between temporary 
wretchedness and eternal blessedness there is no comparison, 


our existence would be an’ Ses ae If then af- 
ter need Ateaneemne e. imte duratiey Judas should 
be snatched to heaven and kept there forever, he would have 
reason to triumph even in the tribulation through which he 
has entered into Glory. But that point has long been decided, 
for the scriptures say, «¢ it were good for that man, that he 
had never been born.”? Now Judas was by no means the 
greatest sinner in the world. It may be, that on a future 
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occasion he shall appear much less criminal than multitudes 
who will not believe that they shall deserve his fate. 

Having rejected one of the erroneous interpretations of 
the passage which stands at the head of this article, there 
are others also to be removed. If it be not true that God 
does efficaciously will the salvation of the whole human fami- 
ly, perhaps it is to be understood that in this sense he wills 
the salvation of a part. Onthis point indeed there can be no 
dispute, for we are taught to believe that a part of mankind 
shall be saved and certainly not contrary to his will. Ifit be 
He that saves them and not they themselves, He must have 
determined to do so and they « are thea called according to 
his purpose.” With a view therefore of solving the difficulty 
before us, it is sometimes attempted to limi the extent of the 
expression which defines the number of thgse in reference to 
whose salvation his will is employed. We are therefore told 
that the term all is very often in the sacred writings restrict- 
ed by the connection in which itis found. ‘The remark is un- 
doubtedly correct, but probably inapplicable to the present 
case. Not to insist upon the fact that this exposition would 
humble the sentiment of the Apostle to the insignificance of 
an identical proposition, it may be remarked that the liberty 
of understanding the same expression in different parts of the 
same connection, in different senses is, without indispensible 
necessity, utterly unwarrantable. But if by all men we are 
here to understand the elect, we must also admit that we are 
instructed to pray for the elect, when in a previous sense we 
are commanded to pray for all men. And it will necessarily 
follow that as the specification of the persons for whom we are 
to pray is evidently included under their gencral description, 
«¢ kings and all that are in authority” belong to the number 
of the chosen. This however, cannot be acknowledged to be 
universally or even generally the case, unless we renounce our 
abhorrence of that system which divides the means from their 
end ; claims the salvation of those who are never qualified for 
it, and thus attempts to palm upon the world the absurd belief 
that the same persons can be saved and lost at the same 
time. 

Whatever plausibility may in the estimation of many attach 
to the opinion that by all men we are to understand all classes 
and orders of mankind, it will on examination be found to be 
equally untenable: For then we are not only required to 
pray exclusively for all classses of men, such as kings and 
these in authority, but to believe that all classes shall be sav- 
ed. Not to say that this dealing in «« barren generalities” is 
unworthy of an inspired instructor we can neither affirm that 
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our prayers are forbidden to terminate on individuals nor 
that amongst the multifarious classifications of the human 
race, some individuals of every distinct description, however 
impalpable the boundary that dividesit from its neighbor shall 
be saved. Besides, it is equally true, that some of all descrip- 
tions will perish and it might in this sense be said with equal 
propriety that God «« will have all men to be damned.” 

It is indeed sometimes easier to expose an crroneous, than 
to assign the true interpretation of the sacred oracles. The 
train of thought which pervades the Apostles argument seems 
however, to lead to the opinion that by all men, he means in- 
discriminately the whole human race. ‘The reason why sup- 
plications should especially be made « for kings and all in au- 
thority,” is that all who are under their controul might « lead 
a quiet and peaceable life in all Godliness and honesty.” 
Such a life being the best preparation for heaven, would be 
«* good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour, who 
will have all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge 
of &c. 

Having given to the term all men its natural extent we re- 
turn to enquire in what sense it can be said that God will have 
all men to be saved. It is obvious to remark that the expres- 
sions of the sacred volume are to be understood according to 
their connection ; sometimes in a strict and literal and some- 
times in a general and less rigorous sense. Speaking to men 
with a view to their benefit, God condescends to speak after 
the manner ofmen. As their wiil may be inferred from the 
arrangements which they make in reference to its execution, 
so from the arrangements which God has made for the salva- 
tion of men, that Saivation may be understood to be agreeable 
to his will. If it be not attained, the fault is imputable to 
themselves alone. « Ye will not come unto me that ye might 
have life.”” To them it is indiscriminately offered, wherever 
the word of Salvation is sent, with a sincerity so perfect, that 
if they shall be disposed to accept it, Jehovah will not recede 
from the conditions which he has announced. While this dis- 
position is acknowledged to be the fruit of divine grace, as we 
cannot admit that in any instance He trifles with his creatures, 
no restriction should be fastened on the intrinsic merit of the 
means of our reconciliation to him. Their saving applica- 
tion indeed shall in the issue, be limited according to the di- 
vine intention ; but this will not authorize the inference that 
if the purpose of God in this respect had been spread over a 
latg’e field, these means would then have been found deficient. 
For the very reason that the blood of Immanuel can wash 
away the sins of one soul, it is in itself equally adequate to 
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the washing away of the sins of the whole world. In the am- 
plitude of the provisions of divine mercy, is found abundant 
evidence that in the divine character there is nothing hostile 
to the salvation of men. 'This conviction is strengthened by 
the knowledge of the fact that the claims of the oh obli- 
at ots OTall to whom they are addressed, are not only the 
measure of our duty, but in effect the revealed will of God. 
Our having improperly disposed of our inclination to obey 
does not at all impair his right to command. In the same 
sense then in which it may with truth be affirmed to be the 
will of God that all men should love him with all their hearts, 
may it be said that He « will have all men to be saved.” 
This interpretation is confirmed by its operation on the sub- 
sequent part of the passage. «* Who will have all men, to come 
to the knowledge of the truth.”? Now the coming ofall men to 
the knowledge of the truth, although it do not enter effica- 
ciously into the divine determination, since many never do 
come to that knowledge, cannot be denied to be agreeable to 
the will of God. It would be difficult to reconcile a different 
opinion with his command, that the Gospel should be preach- 
ed to every creature, and that every creature should under 
peril of perdition believe and obey it. When it is affirmed 
that Ged is « not willing that any should perish,” the act of 
willing is expressed by a term which it is believed is applied 
invariably in the same sense. ‘The will of God is not the ef- 
ficient cause of the perdition of any so that they perish for no 
other reason than because it is his will. The word employed 
in the passage under consideration, although sometimes, is 
not always used in a similar way. It is occasionally applied 
in instances in which no efficacious act of the will can be in- 
volved. And it seems to be a correct rule in our efforts to in- 
terpret the language of the sacred oracles to select amongst 
the acknowledged meanings of a word, that one which best 
accords with the spirit of the connection ; with analogous 
yassages of those oracles ; with the exhibitions of divine cha- 
' racter which they present; and with the indications of en- 
lightened, christian feeling. EUSEBIUS. 
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PSALM Ixxili. 24. 


*§ Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterward receive me to glory.”’ 


The advantages of religion are enjoyed, in part, in this 
world, and consummated in the world to come. Safe gui- 
dance through life, and after death the possession of glory, 
were the advantages confidently expected by the devout au- 
thor of this interesting psalm. Under these two particulars 
may very well be included every thing to be desired by a well 
regulated mind. ‘Too many contract their views within the 
limits of the short term allotted to man in the present state ; 
ant seemed disposed to rely chiefly on their own skill and en- 
ergy for the possession of every thing necessary to render 
the journey of life prosperous. ‘They seek not the interfer- 
ence of Heaven in any of their plans, nor desire the wisdom 
that cometh from on high to preserve them from error. They 
are not apprised of the danger of mistakes in the journey of 
life ; and therefore pass heedlessly on, regardless of futurity. 
A guide is necessary to a traveller who has mistaken, or finds 
that he is in danger of mistaking, his way ; and he only may 
be expected to receive thankfully the kind offices of one who 
proffers his service as a guide, who is thoroughly persuaded, 
that without aid of this sort, his journey cannot be prosecut- 
ed with safety or comfort. Weare all travellers; and many 
of us have advanced far in the journey of life. « We have 
all gone out of the way, and wandered like lost sheep,’ and 
happy should we be, had we all been made sensible of our 
wayward courses, and brought to seek the benefits of heavenly 
counsel, 

This is the first step towards a recovery from our bewil- 
dered condition. Divine counsel is not forced on the crea- 
ture that spurns it. Man is not to be guided to Heaven 
whilst he obstinately persists in the road to ruin; but ina 
way perfectly analogous to the dispensations of divine provi- 
dence in conferring temporal favors, we are authorised to 
expect the richer_blessings of divine grace. Hence itis, that 
many who have access to the Bible are nevertheless perishing 
for lack of knowledge. The Bible is not in fault; it contains 
the word of eternal life. It furnishes a faithfal and accurate 
map of the wilderness to be passed ; and marks with accura- 
cy the wrong and the right course, wherever there is danger 
to be apprehended. But what can a guide or his advice do, 
for a traveller who rejects them both? What advantage can 
he derive from the Bible, who refuses to peruse it? However 
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Juminous the exhibitions of truth may be—however sufficient 
the instructions of the sacred writings to guide our feet in 
the paths of peace ; as instructions, they can operate to the 
advantage of those only, who understand and observe theni. 

But how are men to be induced to pay that regard to the 
counsel of heaven which it merits, and their circumstances 
require? How often have the most promising human means 
and efforts been tried in vain in this most interesting case? 
Men, have been found in every part of the world; where the 
light of revelation has shined, who, influenced by love to God 
and benevolence to man, have spent their lives in endeavour- 
ing to convert sinners from the error of their ways, and to 
guide them to heaven. How have they succeeded? They 
have generally found the language of the Prophet, the best 
that could be adopted to express their complaints, «« we have 
jabored in vain and spent our strength for nought.” How 
often have they endeavored, by all the motives which the 
word of God supplies, to check individuals in their sinful 
courses? With trembling solicitude they have seen them ap- 
proach heedlessly the verge of the dreadful precipice ; they 
have addressed them in the melting strains of divine compas- 
sion « Turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways, for why will ye 
die??? But after every effort has been made to check the 
wanderers in their guilty course, many continue to wander, 
and are lost forever. ‘l'o the gracious interposition of him 
that opened the eyes of the blind, is the effect to be ascribed, 
when a guilty wanderer is made willing to receive instruction. 
With infinite ease He can give to a sinner such a discovery of 
his critical condition, as shall excite the most earnest solici- 
tude respecting his future destiny, and effectually convince 
him, that unless some kind guide take him by the hand, 
and conduct him in his course, he cannot hope for safety. 

But, with the word of God in your hands, and professing 
to regard its instructions, you perhaps hear with surprise 
that any thing further is necessary to preserve you from go- 
‘ing astray. Are there then no intimations given in the Bible 
itself that a divine influence must accompany it, to render its 
instructions effectual? ‘T'o understand the scriptures, and 
relish their instructions, will dispose a creature to place him- 
self under their guidance. « The entrance of the word of 
God giveth light, it giveth understanding to the simple.” 
From the first dawn of revelation on the benighted mind of a 
sinner, he is convinced that the holy scriptures, when accom- 


panied by the influence of that Spirit which indited them, are _ 


sufficient to make him wise to salvation. His perplexities 
respecting his condition, and the course proper to be pursued 
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by him, vanish ; and he could not be more certain respecting 
the path of duty, should a voice be heard to proclaim « this is 
the way, walk in it.” The first steps taken by a reclaimed 
sinner, in the ways of wisdom, are accompanied with a sa- 
tisfaction before unknown. His instructions as far as he has 
availed himself of their benefits, are sufficient ; and a con- 
sciousness that he is willing to follow his guide, together 
with a growing confidence, that his kind shepherd will never 
forsake him, are suflicient to afford him much satisfaction. 

The heavenly pilgrim soon learns to renounce all confi- 
dence in himself. His own wisdom he considers folly, his 
strength, weakness ; and he is persuaded that if abandoned 
by his guide a single step cannot be taken with safety. O! 
how precious must the Saviour be to those who are thus con- 
vinced of their dependance on him ; how valuable the instruc- 
tions of his word, to all who rely on those instructions for 
safe guidance in their present pilgrimage ; and how pre- 
cious is the promise of the Holy Spirit, on whose influence 
we are encouraged to rely, for a capacity to understand ; and 
for a disposition to regard affectionately the instructions of 
the Bible ? 

Man may devise his way, but the Lord directeth his steps. 
Without a divine influence the Bible is a sealed volume ; inca- 
pable of affording light or comfort. In vain may the believer, 
when in perplexity or darkness, resort to passages which, on 
former occasions, afforded him inexpressible joy. No effort 
that he is capable of making, can place him under the direct 
influence of these passages ; or cause him to feel their con- 
soling and transforming efficacy. ‘The word of truth he 
knows is all important, yet its most interesting parts are now 
a ‘dead letter.” His wisdom and strength now appear to 
have nearly forsaken him, and nothing but a humble hope 
that the faithfulness of his guide will not permit him to for- 
sake one who has placed his confidence in him, preserves him 
from sinking in despair. 

By dispensations of this sort, he becomes, more fully con- 
vinced, that without Christ he can do nothing—more careful 
to please him in_all things and more unfeignedly thankful for 
every instance of his loving kindness. Important advantages, 
therefore, are derived by believers from the superintendance 
of their gracious guide, however his dispensations may vary, 
or whatever may be their effects on the feelings of those to- 
wards whom they are exercised. Often does their experience 
verify the statement of a poet 

“ Behind a frowning providence 
He hides a smiling face.”* 
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in darkness, therefore, or in light; comforted or distress- 
ed, the believer learns to place his dependance simply on 
the Lord ; and every escape from impending danger ; every 
deliverance from perplexity and doubt, confirms his hope that 
he will never be abandoned by his guide, or be lost through 
want of instruction. ‘To him, the Bible is daily becoming 
more precious, and his confidence in the sufficiency of its in- 
structions more unshaken. Having found its precious pro- 
mist¢ faithful hitherto, he cannot doubt their future stability, 
or call in question the faithfulness of a Savior, who hath seal- 
ed them with his blood. Though clouds and darkness over- 
shadow his path, and to him there is often no visible way 
of escape from impending dangers ; difficulties of this sort 
are not new to him; no strange thing has happened. From 
embarrasments of this sort, the Lord hath once and again 
delivered him, and he can now trust, that he will still preserve 
and save him. 

One circumstance respecting the counsel afforded by our 
heavenly guide, must not pass unnoticed. In giving a know- 
ledge of the way to be pursued, he disposes those who are 
under his guidance to walk in that way. In other words, His 
counsels reach the heart, and whilst the creature is instructed 
respecting his duty, he is at the same time released from the 
influence of every thing that would prevent his doing what 
he now knows ought to be done. ‘To know the way in which 
we ought to walk, is a privilege, for which we ought to be 
thankful; but that knowledge can ultimately be serviceable to 
us, only so far as it shall have been improved. A bewildered 
traveller would have reason to be thankful for every intimation 
calculated to remove his perplexity, and to point to him his 
proper course ; but it is not a knowledge of the way, but tra- 
velling in it, that will bring him to the place of his destina- 
tion. 

All who have access to the scriptures, must know something 
of the way in which they ought to walk, but the inclination 
of many leads them in a diffe:ent course. A divine influence 
must be afforded to dispose a sinner to put himself under the 
guidance of the Shepherd of Israel—to hear his voice—and 
to obey his counsel. 

Hopeful indeed, is the case of the sinner, however bewil- 
dered, ignorant and helpless, who is disposed to resign him- 
self unreservedly to the guidance of Heaven; who loves the 


truth as far as it is comprehended—and who is anxious to 


know the will of God that he may do it. Wisdom shall be 
given to him—he shall escape the snares that may be spread 
for his feet—he shall not enter the paths of the destroyer—he 
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shall run and not be weary—he shall walk and not faint im 
his heavenly course. And as every day’s labor brings him 
nearer to the end of his toils, so every day affords fresh evi- 
dence of the faithfulness of his guide, and the sufficiency of 
his instructions. With the close of every day, raising his 
Ebenezer, he may say, hitherto the Lord has helped me: and 
may he not be permitted to add—Thou shalt guide me with 
thy counsel, and afterwards receive me to glory. 

After he should have finished his course on earth, onder 
the guidance of divine counsel, the Psalmist calculated on 
the possession of future glory ; he confidently expected to 
partake of the unspeakable blessedness, joy and felicity pre- 
pared for the Saints in Heaven. 

All those who are guided by heavenly counsel here, may; 
with the same unshaken confidence, anticipate the possession 
of glory there. 

We anticipate a period when, under the superintendance 
of a God of order, all irregularity and disorder shall come to 
an end—when every creature shail occupy its proper place— 
when the righteous and the wicked shall be forever separa- 
ted ; and when the condition of each individual shall be found 
to correspond to his character and works. Rewards and 
punishments, life and death, are set before us in the bible; 
and on examination it will be found that the heavenly rewards 
are promised to all who shall be found prepared to enjoy 
them ; whilst punishment is threatened, as the unavoidable 
alternative to those who have disqualified themselves for the 
rewards of the righteous, by treasuring up wrath, and making 
themselves vessels of destruction. 

Now as glory is provided for all who shall be found capa- 
ble of enjoying it, at the close of their probationary terms, 
it is not difficult to see that the christian’s hope of future 
glory may be strong, in proportion to the prevalence of the 
reign of grace in his heart. As far as he is conscious that 
he is guided by divine counsel, he may be assured that he 
shall be received to glory. ‘The interesting enquiry, what 
shall be my condition after death—may thus be decided, 
without all that perplexity and doubt which usually remain, 
in spite of many ineffectual efforts to remove them. He that 
has taken the word of God as the rule of life, and humbly 
relies on the grace of Christ for the knowledge of his duty, 
and for ability to perform it, must be able to infer from the 
effects already produced by the word of God on his heart and 
character, that he has not embraced a cunningly devised fa- 
ble—that under the transforming influence of revealed truth 
he has experienced the commencement of a transformation, 
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which needs only to be completed, to qualify him for the re- 
gion of perfect felicity. ‘The word of God.with unerring ex- 
actness marks the broad and the narrow way—the way to life 
and the road to death. If we canbe fully assured that we 
are walking in the narrow way, we may be equally sure that 
the unfading inheritance shall be ours. 

Moreover, believers are blest with an earnest of their future 
inheritance, in this life. Ifthe glory to which they shall 
hereafter be received, will result from a perfect conformity to 
the image and will of their Saviour ; viewing by faith the 
glories of his character, as exhibited in the sacred page, they 
are here transformed into his likeness ; they are partakers 
of the glory which shall in due time be fully revealed ; and 
in proportion to their advancement in piety, they possess a 
kind of evidence the most satisfactory, resulting from the de- 
vout exercises of their own minds, that under the operation of 
divine grace, they are becoming fit for Heaven ; and conse- 
quently that they shall be admitted hall Age see 
through a glass darkly—there they shall see Tgtg. Now they 
know in part, then they shall know as they are known.”’— 
The object descried, the things known, are the same in both 
worlds. 

If, then, an inheritance has been purchased for you, if 
you, under the operations of divine power and grace, are be- 
coming meet to enter on the possession of that inheritance— 
if you have already received an earnest of it—if, in a word, 
such a change has been wrought in you, as fits you for Hea- 
ven, and unfits you for the society and employment to be 
found in any other part of the universe; how are we to sup- 
pose that your final destination shall be fixed by him, who 
with perfect propriety and equity, will assign to every one 
his proper place ? 

{f Judas went to his own place, shall not the disciples of 
Christ be guided to their place ? 

Or shall it be supposed that one who has been guided by 
heavenly counsel, adopted into family of Heaven—and ini- 
tiated into the mysteries of Christ’s kingdom ; one who has 
been made by grace an heir of glory, and has received re- 
peated earnests and pledges of his future inheritance, shall at 
last be sentenced to depart from Heaven, with the abominable 
and the unbelieving? 

This cannot be. Distributive justice will never permit an 
event so subversive of all the principles of equity and order. 
s¢ Wherefore gird up the loins of thy mind, O believer, be 
sober, and hope to the end for that glory which awaits you.” 
For the disciples of Christ, that glory has been purchased, 
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not with silver or gold, but with his precious blood. As their 
forerunner, their head and representative, he has entered in- 
to glory ; his will is, that where he is, there his people may 
be also, that they may see his glory, enter into his joy, and 
as the everlasting monuments of his redeeming grace and 
boundless compassion, ascribe to him, in songs of unceasing 
praise, the honor due to his name. ‘To the possession of this 
glory he will assuredly guide all who humbly trust in him for 
the blessings which he is exalted to bestow. Ask not how 
these things can be. Yield not to the suggestions of the 
tempter, or the suspicions of an evil heart of unbelief. Is 
any reward to be bestowed on the disciples of Christ, too 
valuable to be bestowed for his sake; or beyond the price 
which has been paid to purchase it? is there any difficulty 
to be surmounted, or obstacle to be removed, which can tran- 
scend the energies of that power which formed the universe, 
and is now employed to support and guide the christian in his 
way to glory; Believing the counsels of Heaven, ye shall 
ere long, «‘zeceive the end of your faith, even the salvation 
of your souls.” And now, may we not ask, how the expec- 
tants of glory may be expected to conduct themselves during 
the period of their absence from their Father’s kingdom.— 
‘s Every man that hath this hope in him, purifieth himself, 
even as He, Christ, is pure.” 

To hope for that happiness which will spring from perfect 
holiness in Heaven, and at the same time, to be indifferent to 
that degree of holiness which is attainable on earth, must cer- 
tainly subject a person to the charge of extreme inconsistency 
and delusion. « Ye have not so learned Christ— if so be ye 
have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth 
is in Jesus; that ye put off the old man, which is corrupt 
according to the deceitful lusts, and that ye put on the new 
man, which is renewed in knowledge, after the image of him 
that created him.”” From the moment when first the eyes of 
a sinner are opened to discern the great things contained in 
the divine counsels, until the period of his discharge from his 
spiritual warfare, holiness is the object of his pursuit. His 
treasure is in Heaven, his heart is there also, and his conduct 
will manifest that he is a stranger and a pilgrim, who is look- 
ing for a better country. With wakeful caution avoiding 
the snares that may be spread in his path ; with an ear ever 
attentive to the voice of his instructor ; and holding in pros- 
pect the crown of righteousness, the happy Pilgrim shall 
persevere in his heavenly course, “waxing stronger and 
stronger,” until the possession of glory shall reward his 
toils. 
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Can all of you, my hearers, with the Bible open before 
you, flatter yourselves, that your earthly course shall termi- 
nate thus? If all the instructions to be derived from the in- 
spired volume ; all the vigilance and circumspection of the 
most zealous disciple of Christ, when aided by the life-giving 
influences of the spirit of God, are no more than sufficient to 
render the pious pilgrim safe and prosperous, what can they 
promise themselves, who reject the counsel of God, grieve his 
Holy Spirit, and habitually oppose every measure employed to 
rescue them from ruin, and to guide them to Heaven? « If 
the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and 
the sinner appear?” A sinner who is led captive by the 
Devil at his will, certainly cannot expect to be conducted to 
glory. ‘The broad and the narrow way lead not to the same 
place. Awake therefore, thou that sleepest—enquire for the 
way in which you should go—«« Enter in at the straight gate, 
for many shall seck to enter in and shall not be able.” 


_- 


NECESSITY OF A BETTER SYSTEM OF INSTRUCTION: 
No. LUI. 


if a more general diffusion of knowledge, and indeed a dee- 
per tincture even in those who possess it, be necessary to the 
cause of christianity, it is equally so for the moral and poli- 
tical improvement of society. And however I may disap- 
prove the direct interference of spiritual men in temporal af- 
fairs, I shall proceed to give my opinions with freedom, be- 
cause I am no more than a protestant Layman. 

It is a shallow reasoning only which can ascribe the pre- 
sent state of social refinement to any one cause. It is the 
gradual and very slow result of an infinite number of painful 
struggles, which the occasional genius and enterprize of man 
has made against the solicitations of his indolent nature. 
And let him but relax his exertions for a moment in any one 
branch of the sciences, the whole system will feel the effect. 
Arts apparently the most contemptible have led to the most 
useful consequences. While the alchemists were madly and 
ridiculously searching after the elixir of life and the philoso- 
pher’s Stone, they laid the foundation of the present chemistry 
which has added much to the power and comfort ofman. The 
son of a glass-grinder discovered by accident the property of 
lenses, which led to the invention of spectacles and telescopes, 
and consequently has mitigated one of the most distressing 
infirmities of age; and opened to our view the awful secrets of 
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the heavenly system. For my part, I can scarcely. imagine 
any art or science, which can assist us in acquiring a more in- 
timate knowledge of the bodies which surround us ; of the si- 
lent but ever acting laws of nature ; or of our own systems, 
either physical, intellectual, or moral, which is not of use.— 
I go still farther and insist, that even those arts which 
have for their object the rational ornament and decoration 
of life are highly beneficial. Even the health and com- 
fort of man are intimately connected with architecture. 
Yet how little do we know of its very fundamental principles! 
The ancients wisely sought to secure the greatest degree of 
convenience in their houses, at the least possible expence of 
labor or materials, and they were the most beautiful edifices 
in the world, for the same reason that they were the least ex- 
travagant in their embellishments. Any one may understand 
all that is scientific in architecture in a fortnight; and the 
mere gratification of taste would amply recompense him for 
appropriating so short a time to this agreeable study. No 
one thinks of cutting out his own coat unless he be a tailor; 
yet every one is competent to build an elegant and commo- 
dious house, without knowing, or even having heard of a sin- 
gle principle of architecture, which experience and observa- 
tion have taught mankind. Hence the monstrous, unhealthy, 
incommodious deformities with which we encumber the earth. 
If there were any prospect of amelioration in our posterity, 
it would be a recommendation to such shapeless heaps, that 
they soon tumble down by their own weight.* 


Every branch of human knowledge then, has its uses, and 
though they be of very unequal importance, no one of them 
should be despised. ‘The governments of modern Europe 
having almost precluded the hope of political reformation, 
the genius of that celebrated portion of the globe has been 
most successfully devoted to the cultivation of the physical 
sciences. Natural philosophy has in some of its departments 





attained nearly the highest degree of perfection of which it 
is susceptible. Thus, astronomy, the principles of mecha- 
nics, &c. are nearly complete. In the sciences purely expe- 
rimental, such as chemistry and agriculture, much no doubt 
remains to be done. Since there is so little room for improve- 
ment in the physical sciences necessary to the well-being of 


* T have seen a celebrated building so admirably contrived, that by the 
help of a modern appendage to the impluvia, as the ancients called them, 
the rain which falls on that part of the building, instead of being turned off 
from the wall, is all turned into it. The same edifice has four pillars, ex- 
actly where there is no.need for any, and as many parts of the building fall- 


ing down for want of support. 
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man, and so much in the moral and political, we should nof 
omit the only opportunity which has ever been offered a nation 
capable of preserving its institutions, of endeavoring to put 
education, politics, and jurisprudence, the great opprobria of 
human genius, on a rational foundation. 

It was long ago said by an authority, not at all conclusive 
with us, that nothing remained to be discovered in politics or 
morality. Whether new principles remain to be developed it 
is not material to inquire, but that there may be better means 
for securing the liberty, the prosperity, and the justice of 
communities, than any which have yet been devised we have 
no doubt. Miserable indeed is the condition of mankind, if 
no better system of practical jurisprudence be attainable than 
the English and our own: which we are accustomed to re- 
gard, as the most perfect in existence. A system, which it is 
notoriously impossible for the greatest genius in the longest 
life, with unremitted application, in any tolerable degree to 
understand. A system the most productive of litigation of 
any known 5 stem which every now and then, by an ar- 
bitrary and caions species of judicial legislation subverts 
the best established principles by which property is held ; a 
system exceedingly expensive and dilatory; one which does 
not once in an hundred times present the true point of con- 
troversy, between the parties ; one in which Lawyers, Judg- 
es, and Juries, disagree about the most ordinary and even 
fundamental principles ; in short, a system which but for the 
exemplary integrity of the bench, would be insufficient for an- 
swering any one purpose of rational jurisprudence. And yet. 
such is the idolatry for ancient institutions ; such the blind 
devotion to the awful hoar of age, that scarcely a lawyer can 
be found, who can even imagine it possible for a system of 
laws to be more rational, or more intelligible than the 
common law, scattered as it is through some thousands of 
vague, obscure, and contradictory reporters, and as many 


-hundred commentators on them. They who think the law so 


intelligible because lawyers assert it to be so, should attend a 
court in England, or in this country, and hear gentlemen of 
equal ability asserting every day principles precisely con- 
tradictory. Nay, Lord Mansfield and Lord Kenyon, are 
at war with one another. And what is most mortifying, the 
evil is every day increasing as decisions multiply in number 
and contrariety, — 

if I were like Bacon, making a report of the specific defi- 
ciencies of learning, I would put down this branch of it as la- 
mentably ruinous, decayed, and hopeless of amelioration : for 
no evil is so hard to be remedicd, as that which is thought an 
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sdvantage. There should be professors of general jurispru- 
dence in the Universities, to correct the abuses of the system, 
and to infuse into it, some ameliorating principle, which will 
ensure its advancement. In England trial by battle stands 
unrepealed. We have already done much—let us do more. 
In politics as in jurisprudence, we think we have already 
attained perfection. ‘This idea of itself, shews how little we 
understand of this complicated subject. It is to communities 
what medicine is to individuals. ‘There are in either, but few 
established principles, and their application is so difficult, the 
temperaments so various, the symptoms ‘so equivocal, that it 
requires a rare genius and a natural tact aided by an almost 
universal knowledge to be any thing more than an empiric in 
politics. See for illustration, how perpetually that subtle 
agent money, has baffled the skill, and defied the calculation 
of financiers. All this perhaps, proceeds from our having so 
few, and half of those false political axioms. ‘The data should 
be extended. Our statistics are so imperfect as to be nearly 
useless—our conclusions are too general, considering the 
small number of particulars. Our Universities should attend 
more to economy and less to theories of government, which 
are very simple in pure abstraction, and complicated in their 
practical operation. We say for example, that the political 
soverignty is in the people—and so it ought tobe. But states- 
men may do as they please, they can never diffuse the actual 
power or sovereignty of a nation equally through the mass of 
the people. It resides from necessity in certain foci which 
control the whole movements of the body politic. Commer- 
cial cities, and banks, and newspapers, and country villages, 
often give to a few individuals more actual influence than a 
thousand honest husbandmen can possibly possess. States- 
men should look to these indirect influences, which finally 
modify and decide the destiny of nations. ‘The germ of.des- 
potism is seldom in the constitution, it is in these extraneous 
causes, and we suffer its branches to overshadow us, before 
we suspect their existence, by looking for them in the wrong 
place. In Europe there are many political distinctions to 
counteract the effect of wealth which has been said to consti- 
tute a national aristocracy. In America there are none. 
Public opinion should put talent and merit not merely,in com- 
etition, but in a station of proud superiority over all the ad- 
ventitious distinctions of unmerited and often ill gotten rich- 
es. Whatever tends to consolidate wealth in the hands of a 
few, is manifestly contrary to the genius of our government. 
Yet politicians have been doing this for thirty years. They 
multiply banks, to produce competition. But multiply them 
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as we may, they belong to the monied interest ; which unfor- 
tunately is more one and indivisible than the French Repub- 
lic. Philip of Valois said « when Charlemagne united the 
Flemings and Saxons, that of one devil he had made two.” 
Our statesmen are under an awful responsibility. ‘They are 
legislating not only for us, but for an unborn posterity. 

The imperfections of our universities are not confined to 
these classes of knowledge. Even in mathematics, the phy- 
sical sciences, the languages, history, belles lettres, &c. our 
systems are every where wholly insufficient to teach the sci- 
ences in the state in which they actually exist in Europe, and 
much more incompetent to advance them.* Hence we have 
no proivund thinkers to explore the whole range of human 
knowlege, to give splendor and power to their country by dis- 
coveries which enlarge the dominion of the mind. We never 
will have such men, until we are more thoroughly grounded 
in the sublimer elements of science. 

On the other hand, we hear from the ignorant and the lazy, 
that we have already done more for ourselves than those 
countries which boast of theirlearning. Grantit. But how 
have we done this? By availing ourselves of the lights which 
Europe had drawn together in the space of near fifty centu- 
ries. And do we, who have profited so much by the expe- 
rience, the misery and the glory of that fair part of creation, 
owe nothing to mankind in return? Shall we forever be in- 
debted to Europe for our improvement, and even for the prin- 
ciples which make us more free than they are? Far other- 
wise. Let the genius of American science unscale her eagle 
eye, gaze upon, and soar to the fountain of heavenly radiance, 
and animated by grateful remembrances of her European pro- 
genitors, visit and comfort her aged parent when she shali 
be forsaken in her old age; we should lend a pinion to the 
Pheenix when she is likely to be «« hawked at by a mousing 
owl.” Ihave said nothing of the spirit of our young men, 


_ (to which it is the fashion to ascribe every evil,) because it is 





* They wha have pretended to science in America, with the exception of 
Franklin, Rittenhouse, and a few others, have contributed only to make it 
ridiculous. Instead of discovering any thing useful, or understanding what 
was already discovered, they have been ambitiously struggling in a compe- 
tition for ridicule in their vain, abortive, and nearly contemptible inquiries, 
publications, explanations, and boasts about septon and Fredon, and electron, 
and such previously exploded absurdities, much akin to the mystical quack- 
ery of the age of Roger Bacon, though wholly beneath his genius. A man 
who should set to work. with the means already in our power, and teach us 
how to prepare iron and steel cheaper, and better, would be worth all those. 
septic and solar poets who haye been fatiguing the public with newspaper 
puffs, and pamphlet panegyrics, which have neither philosophy nor fiction 
They want the truth of the one, and the interest of the other. 
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a delicate and an invidious topic. I am far from imputing 
any blame to them. ‘They could not be expected to value 
learning, coming as they do from schools and universities 
where there are so little to enamour of its beauty. ‘The evil 
lies deeper, and the reform must begin in our system of in- 
struction. Even the domestic education of youth is entirely 
too careless and superficial. Weshould, if possible, procure 
celebrated professors for our universities, whose genius and 
renown would shed lustre upon letters, whose elaquence would 
impart warmth and grace to whatever it touched, whose ima- 
ginations could conjure up and paint before their pupils alk 
the touching images which hallowed the schools of antiquity. 
It was Socrates, and Plato, and Aristotle, who animated and 
fired the Athenian youth—and I, will pledge myself, that such 
a genius as either would rouse Virginia from its sleep, would 
kindle all the dormant enthusiasm of our youth, and lead it 
through flowery paths to wisdom, eloquence, and virtue. So 
firmly am f of this opinion, that if I were Socrates, Plato, 
Aristotle, or Franklin, it should be my ambition to become 
the friend and patron of young persons whose intelligence 
and generous emulation would fit them to be the benefactors 
of mankind, who would be lawgivers and instructors in their 
turn, and multiplying in eyery generation, would finally 
spread letters, refinement, science, and taste through the 
whole mass of our population, aud make of Virginia, a mo- 
dern Attica, celebrated at once for the enterprize and polish 
of its genius, its patriotism, and its arts. 
A PROVINCIAL PROTESTANT. 


Note by the Editor. —The subject, in the discussion of which 
the Provincial Protestant has engaged, is one of the utmost 
importance to our country. We shall give to it the conside- 
ration which it deserves. This is the time for the people of 
Virginia to consider it most maturely, and to bring all their 
wisdom to operate practically upon it. A noble fund has been 
accumulated under .the auspices of the Legislature, for the 
promotion of learning. To this fund it is understood that 
considerable additions will before long be made. In propor- 
tion as it is enlarged, will the disposal of it create deubts and 
differences of opinion; and excite warm feelings. We con- 
jure our fellow-citizens to regard the subject with that cool 
and dispassionate temper becoming a free people when exam- 
ining a question of primary importance. Some hints have 
been dropped concerning a diversion of the Literary Fund to 
some other object. We do not believe that the Peopie have 
any such wish or purpose: and we should regard such attempt 
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with the same feelings of horror with which we should regard 
the crime of sacrilege. Sacred be every thing devoted to the 
cause of sound learning! The design of diffusing useful 
knowledge among the people is holy in our eyes—But think- 
ing as we do, it is deemed unnecessary to dwell on the rea- 
sons by which our feelings on this important subject are jus- 
tified. 

We invite discussion on the general question respecting the 
best means of promoting learning in Virginia. Our pages 
are freely opened on this great subject. Any well-written 
essays on the whole, or any part, from primary schools to 
the univefsity, will be promptly and respectfully attended to. 
In the mean time we hope that the Provincial and the Lay 
Protestant will go on with their undertaking, and afford to 
the public their maturest thoughts on the important points 
which have occupied their minds. We love to have laymen as- 
sociated with us in our labors. And we regard it as an omen 
of good, when ingenious and learned men of other profes- 
sions, stimulated by zeal for the interests of religion and 
learning, unite their efforts with those of the clergy to pro- 
mote the moral and intellectual improvement of their coun- 
trymen. We hope that the number of these associates will 
increase; and that in process of time we shall have the co- 
operation of such talents, and be supported by such numbers, 
as to ensure the attainment of our great object ; and this we 
again avow is not the promotion of the narrow purposes of a 
party ; but of that piety, that virtue, that knowledge, that 
generous zeal for the welfare and honor of our beloved coun- 
try, that will give stability and permanence to our happy in- 
stitutions ; lay a sure foundation for progressive improve- 
ment; and at the same time have a pawerful and salutary 
bearing on the best interests of eternity. 


meee 
REMARKS ON THE STUDY OF NATURAL PHILOSOPHY. 


Most of the knowledge possessed by man is acquired thro’ 
the instrumentality of: the senses. ‘Their objects are contin- 
ually present, and make impressions corresponding to their 
nature. It is however now an established doctrine, that the 
effect produced by them, depends in a great degree, on the 
ideas with which they are associated. Of this any one may 
convince himself by attending to his own feelings on particu- 
lar occasions. A. _ jarring of the floor, and trembling of the 
furniture is perceived as one sits in his chamber. At first it 
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is supposed that some one is walking heavily above stairs—but 
presently it is understood that the motion and accompanying 
sensation are occasioned by an earthquake. In a moment, 
there is a total change in the state of the mind. And so ina 
thousand instances. [See this subject admirably treated in 
Alison’s work on 'Taste.] This being the case, it is entirely 
important that the objects of sense should be associated with 
ideas, pure and lofty in their character. The sacred writers 
seem to have been aware of this ; and accordingly when ad- 
verting to the works of nature, they connect with them the 
perfections of the divine Architect in such a way, that one 
who contemplates this subject, giving up his mind to their di- 
rection, will associate with the heavens and the earth, the de- 
lightful feelings of true devotion. 

But it deserves to be remarked, that thesacred writers do not 
merely mention these subjects incidentally. They often pur- 
posely dwell on them. Seizing on whatever is sublime in the 
aspect of the heavens ; whatever is grand in the celestial phe- 
nomena; Whatever is beautiful in hill or dale, or dewy mead; 
whatever is curious and wonderful in the adaptations of this 
terraqueous globe to its various orders of inhabitants, they 
make use of the emotions which these various objects excite, 
to call forth a spirit of admiring piety ; of veneration and 
love for the great Author and preserver of all things. For 
instance, our attention is directed to the Sun when he gocth 
forth in his strength ; to the Moon, riding in mild majesty 
through the heavens ; and to the host of the stars; and we 
are taught to love and adore that Being, whose almighty word 
brought forth these worlds, balanced them in their places, 
fixed all their arrangements, and causes them, with the ut- 
most regularity and harmony, to run their destined rounds. 
In like manner the sublime and beautiful appearances of this 
lower world, are associated with that benign and mighty in- 
telligence, which pervades and governs all things. ‘The 
thunder is called the voice of God; the clouds are his chari- 
ots; the winds are his messengers. It is He who watereth the 
thirsty ridges with fertilizing showers, and affordeth the dew 
in its season. His paths drop down fatness ; He maketh the 
vallies to laugh with abundance, and the little hills to clap 
their hands. Every where, when our vision is aided by the 
light of divine revelation, we perceive the footsteps of the Al- 
mighty ; all things are seen to be full of his wisdom and good- 
ness. 

Aided by the scriptures then the study of Natural Philoso- 
phy, may be a source of continual pleasure, and important 
moral and religious improvement. In this case, too, as in 
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every other piety enlarges the circle of our enjoyments ; and 
brings under contribution all that the laborious researches of 
philosophy have discevered ; and clothes with new robes of 
glory and beauty—robes dipped in the dye, and radiant with 
the brightness of heaven—all that Taste contemplates with 
delight. Vo borrow the language of a favorite Poet, the 
christian ) 


Looks abroad into the varied field 

Of nature, and though poor perhaps, compared 
With those whose mansions glitter in his sight, 
Calls the delightful scenery all his own. 

His are the mountains, and the vallies his, 

And the resplendent rivers. His to enjoy 

With a propriety that none can feel, 

But who, with filial confidence inspired, 

Can lift to heav’n an unpresumptuous eye, 

And smiling say— My Father made them all.” 
Are they not his by a peculiar right, 

And by an emphasis of interest his, 

Whose eye they fill with tears of joy, 

Whose heart with praise, and whose exalted mind 
With worthy thoughts of that unwearied love, 
That plann’d, and built, and still upholds a world 
So clothed with beauty for rebellious man ? 

Task Boox V. 


It has been imagined by some that submission of the un- 
derstanding and the will to the doctrines of the Scriptures is 
calculated to repress the boldness of the human mind, and 
damp the ardour of discovery. So far is this from truth, that 
the sort of submission, required by the book of revelation, 

romotes the cause of truth because, it prevents that rashness 
of decision, that overweening confidence in our own powers, 
which invariably drives man into error; and sustains the 
pride of opinion, so as to exclude conviction. Diligent, pa- 
tient, and humble, inquiry, is as much the characteristic of a 
christian as of a true philosopher. The Christian searches 
for truth because he loves it ; the mere Philosopher because 
he loves glory, and wishes for the honor of some splendid dis- 
covery. These remarks are confirmed by the history of Phi- 
losophers. ‘The greatest among them have been humble dis- 
eiples of the cross. : 

If these things are so, it is for the interest of the philoso- 
phical inquirer, and of science itself, that the mind be imbued 
with a knowledge of the scriptures, and the heart warmed 
with pious affections. And it would be well for every man 
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who has a mind and a heart to relish the beauties of nature, 
to associate with the objects presented to his senses, ideas of 
the wisdom, the power, and other glorious attributes of Him 
who is the Author of all that is good, and great, and fair in 
the universe. 

Just the reverse of all this, however, is that worldly and. 
sensual philosophy, which in our age has engaged so many 
votaries, and has had an influence so disastrous. If the marks 
of contrivance and design in the creation are too numerous 
and obvious to allow of chance or blind necessity, yet much 
ingenuity has been misapplied to show that the Creator need 
not, and does not take the trouble to manage the works of his 
own hands—Every possible effort is made to exclude the idea 
of God; and matter is invested with powers of activity or 
appetency, which render mind unnecessary in the economy of 
the world. The philosophers of the age would have us «look 
round on a fatherless world, and up to a vacant heaven.” Not 
content with undeifying God, they would debase man from 
the rank in which the scriptures place him; and exhibit him 
as a mere machine, organized under the influence of the ge- 
neral laws of matter, and kept in motion for a time by the 
force of stimuli; after which he returns to his former uncon- 
scious state, mingles with the clods of the valley, and sinks 
into everlasting forgetfulness. -. 1s not this to libel the species ? 
What would these men have? *Why wish to degrade the race 
to a level with brutes—to divest man of all his dignity, na- 
ture of her beauty, and the whole creation of its grandeur? 
Why desire to root out of the mind every association con- 
nected with those lofty feelings which give purity and cleva- 
tion to the human character? These questigns are put, not 
in the spirit of arrogance, but with the deepest commisera- 
tion for those, who, blinded by the glare of false science, per- 
ceive not the highest beauties which surround them, and cut 
themselves off from the purest and best pleasures of which 
human nature is capable. Who associate with the objects of 
sense no ideas of moral grandeur; and with themselves no 
higher prospects than belong to other organized substances ; 
and with their last hour nothing but the doctrine pregnant 
with despair, * that death is an eternal sleep.” 

How different the conditionof hifh who looks on all around 
him as the workmanship of a.wise, and just, and merciful 
God; and regards the universe as a theatre on which the di- 
vine perfections are unfolded, the divine glory displayed !— 
The Bible is the great interpreter of nature; and faith is the 
telescope by which the christian makes the highest discove- 
ries. ‘Chus aided he views the worlds that God has made, 
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and sees his glory shining from them all. At the same time 
he perceives that beyond every thing that man has ever 
learned, there lie fields yet to be explored, where the won- 
ders of Deity are scattered in inexhaustible profusion ; and 
in traversing which the immortal mind is to make new ac- 
quisitions of knowledge through the ceaseless ages of eternity. 
In a word, it is by the aid of revelation that physical truth is 
invested with its highest charms ; and affords to the student 
the greatest profit and pleasure. 


eR 


ON THE INCONSISTENCIES OF CHRISTIANS. 


No office is more odious than that of censor-general. He 
who assumes it, ought to be very exemplary in his own con- 
duct. But with this admission, which is readily made, it is 
contended that the exposure of a fault, and the detection of an 
inconsistency,-may, and always ought to be made in the spirit 
of pure and exalted charity, and deep humility. Sin is so 
disastrous in its consequences, and so unworthy of a rational, 
immortal, redeemed soul ;_ that the sight of a fellow creature 
involved in its ruin, and of a fellow christian polluted by its 
indulgence, may well excite the deepest sympathy. At the 
same time we are all so frail, so exposed to temptation, 
and so blinded by self love, as to make it in the highest de- 
gree proper to look much to our own hearts and conduct, and 
with great caution, great tenderness and great humility to 
say any thing in relation to the faults of others. It is with 
such views that the writer approaches the subject announced 
by the title ; and while he would freely and honestly, yet af- 
fectionately point out some of the inconsistencies of Chris- 
tians, he would bear in mind the humiliating truth, that, if a 
christian at all, he is « less than the least of the saints” and 
not worthy of a rank among the teachers of divine truth. 

The first particular to which the reader’s attention shall be 


turned, is suggested by the general subject, and the remarks 


which have already been offereu. Perhaps only two reasons 
can justify the mention of the faults or errors of another ; to 
produce his reformation, or afford warning by his example. 
The first object cannot, in general, be obtained except in pri- 
vate conference, conducted with great prudence, and decisive 
evidences of a friendly disposition. In pursuit of the second, 
care should be taken least the warning be given in such a way 
as, in the issue, to exasperate the offender, and harden him in 
guilt. One short rule on this subject may express the whole 
of our duty. We ought not to speak of the faults of others 
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vithout strong evidence that thus we shall be able to do good. 
Yet how often do far different motives actuate christians in 
their censures! ‘The errors which one holds, are noticed 
and condemned, that it may appear how orthodox we are. 
The little private slips of a brother are detected, that all may 
see with how much vigilance we watch over those who belong 
to the family of Christ. We openly expose and loudly de- 
nounce the offences of another, that it may be observed how 
honestly and fearlessly we conduct in the discharge of duty, 
and how much we hate every thing sinful. These indeed may 
not be the avowed motives ; they may not be perceived by 
us; yet they may be true ones. Many have a fashion of 
endeavoring to cloak their real feelings and purposes by ex- 
pressions of sorrow that professors will act so inconsistently. 
These are uttered, because every one knows that a truly 
christian heart will be deeply grieved by the disorderly con- 
duct of members of the church. « Rivers of water run down 
mine eyes, because men make void thy law.” ‘This cloak, 
however, is so worn, that all who have eyes can see through 
it, and discern what lurks beneath. The fault to which we 
here direct attention, and against which we would guard our- 
selves and others, is particularly conspicuous, when the con- 
duct of a society different from our own comes under review. 
All ought to rejoice in the detection and exposure of hypocri- 
sy. But this isa different case. <A dissenter from our pe- 
culiar modes and forms, is overcome in an evil hour, and 
grievously falls. We prefix, to a minute detail of the sin with 
all its aggravations, a declaration that we are exceedingly 
sorry ; and tell the tale with a giggling expression of pleasure. 
far be it from us to say that such inconsistency is general ; 
but if any examples occur, they justify this notice, and call for 
decided reprehension. 

2. The daily prayer of Christians is «Thy kingdom 
come.” And surely, all who have felt the saving power of 
divine grace, and know any thing of the worth of a Saviour, 
are constrained to use this petition. But, however we may 
feel, and however we may pray, as christians we profess to 
desire the universal prevalence of truth and piety. Now, 
many things in the conduct of christians, inconsistent with 
this profession, may be noticed, and must be censured. 

First—W hen we hear of a revival of religion in any evan- 
geclical society with which we are not connected, although we 
acknowledge that they hold the fundamental principles of the 
gospel, and that sincere and consistent members of that de- 
nomination are without doubt in the way to Heaven, we do 
not feel that lively joy which such an event is calculated to 
inspire, 
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Akin to this, is the excessive pleasure that is felt by many 
on gaining a proselyte from another persuasion. The more 
exemplary his former piety, and the more fervent his zeal, 
the higher the triumph, He is only converted from the use 
of one mode or form,. to that of another ; and his new asso- 
ciates rejoice over him perhaps more than over ten who need- 
ed repentance: in this respect acting just the reverse of the 
conduct of angels in heaven. 

Different from this, yet falling under this division, is the 
inconsistency of those christians, who, in this age of action, 
when such efforts are making by Bible, Missionary, Tract, 
and Sabbath School Societies, to instruct the ignorant, to re- 
claim the vicious, to preserve the young from sin, and spread 
the light of life through all nations, will contribute nothing, 
will make no persenal exertions, no sacrifices of ease or in- 
terest, but hold on to the world, and heap up treasures for 
dissipated heirs, or squander their money in luxurious living 
and expensive equipages, amidst the loudest calls for help 
from perishing souls, and the plainest indications that the 
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of heaven at hand. 

3. The express declaration of scripture is that «the king- 
dom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness and 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghest.” And if there is any one 
truth more clearly revealed than all the rest, it seems to be 
that outward forms are nothing, except so far as they are true 
expressions of the homage of the heart. «¢ God is a spirit ; 
and is to be worshipped in spirit and truth.”” Whenever a 
christian states the terms of salvation according to the scrip- 
ture, he speaks of repentance, faith, love, &c. Now, although 
these things are so, and are acknowledged to be so, a great 
part of the serious divisions and dissentions among chris- 
tians have arisen from differences respecting mere matters of 
external worship. ‘This may seem strange to some, but it is 
nevertheless true ; as will appear by the following facts. In 
the established Church of England there are Calvinists, Ar- 


' Minians, Arians, and Socinians—In the *Church of Scotland 


there are, it has been said, the same varieties, In the Epis- 
copal Church in the United States, there are at least some of 
these doctrinal differences. In the Presbyterian Church 
there are Hopkinsians and Calvinists—Among the Baptists 
there are Calvinists, Hopkinsians, and’ Arminians—There 
are Arminian and Calvinistic Methodists. All the terms here 
used express varieties in doctrine, some of them of a very 





*The writer must not be understood as impugning the orthodoxy of the 
doctrinal articles of either the Scotch or English Church; nor insinuating 
that the errors mentioned are tolerated, except in a very few instances. 
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important character; yet, in a few instances at least, they have 
been tolerated as long as the customary modes and forms were 
observed. Let the canons or usages of the Church however, 
in relation to matters of external observance, be violated, and 
at once an outcry is raised. The inconsistency here is in 
professing to receive a system of religion which so lightly 
regards mere outward things ; and yet in practice making 
them so important, as on account of them, to break the unity 
of the Church, prevent the communion, and destroy the love 
of Christians. «* Brethren, these things ought not so to be.’ 

4. In the next particular to be mentioned, the writer is 
fearful that he may not be understood. He will express him- 
self as cautiously and as explicitly as possible—Christians 
are often inconsistent in setting up particutar abstinences as 
tests of religion ; and in making use of particular duties as 
commodities by which to purchase indulgencies not exactly 
compatible with self-denial. For illustration of the first of 
these remarks, we observe that many professors of religion 
will not frequent the race-field, the theatre, the ball-room, or 
any other place of public amusement. And in this, we most 
conscientiously believe that they are right—Such places do 
not suit a christian—But they are wrong in concluding that 
because they do not indulge in these amusements, therefore 
they are christians. ‘The premises do not justify the concla- 
sion ; hecause motives possessing no one religious quality 
may prevent this sort of indulgence. One, for instance, may 
wish to establish a character for strict and rigid self-denial ; 
it will raise him in the estimation of his society ; it will give 
him influence, and further his views in the world. In re- 
spect to this man, the abstinence in question really proves 
nothing more, than that he loves his reputation or his interest 
more than he does this sort of pleasure. Another is consti- 
tutionally or habitually grave: light amusements are not to 
his taste ; gay sins disgust him ; he therefore turns from the 
ribaldry of the stage, the horse-laugh of the circus, and the 
frippery and folly of the ball-room with contempt. Here 
again the conclusion fails ; for, the fact only proves that he 
has no taste for this sort of folly ; not that he perceives the 
beauty of holiness, and delights in it. It is deplorable then 
if a professing christian relies on this negative evidence to 
establish his right to the tree of life, and a part in the inhe- 
ritance of the saints. And the case is much worse if this 
distaste to mirth and gaiety is used as a compensation for 
sins of a graver cast, and more suited to the taste and habits 
of the professor. What shall be thought of one who would 
not see a play for the world, and yet will every day take a 
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morning dram, and three or four drinks of stiff grog before 
his family, and three or four equally as stiff in his closet ; 
and with all the gravity in the world is barely not drunk ? 
Or what is to be thought of one, who would fly from a ball- 
room, as he would fly from excommunication ; and yet drives 
as hard a bargain as any devotee of the world, and draws his 
purse-strings with as much rigor as the veriest miser, while 
he hardens his heart against all the calls of christian charity 
and public spirit? Those who pursue such conduct give oc- 
casion to many to say, « We are not of the strict sort ; we 
know that we are sinners ; yet we would not do, for the world, 
what some that call themselves very righteous, do every day.”” 
Surely no mistake is more egregious than that, when men 
«¢ strain out a gnat, and swallow a camel.” 

There is another inconsistency which may be regarded as 
the converse of this. Some Professors are most commenda- 
bly just in their dealings, highly liberal in their sentiments ; 
and, sometimes at least, prompt to bestow for the support of 
religion. And these comprehend the whole range of their 
christian feelings, and the whole extent of their christian 
conduct. If they are just to men, they may rob God ; if they 
are kind to others, they may be as indulgent as they please to 
themselves. ‘Thus they substitute a part of a christian’s du- 
ty for the whole ; and cry out against all who are not equally 
liberal with themselves, as purists and exagerrs, as morose 
and rigid. ‘These are the people who dread, as the unpar- 
donable sin, being righteous overmuch ; and interpret’ the 
caution of the wise man, as though there were real danger of 
loving God too fervently, serving him too faithfully, too ea- 
gerly seeking communion with him, or too zealously endea- 
voring to promote his glory in the world. These are they, 
who think it a mark of weakness and folly «« to make such a 


fuss about religion ; and had rather go to any other excess, 


than excess in devotion. With them, the doctrine of self-de- 
nial has become obsolete ; and however it might have been in 
old time, now they are sure that their wise and beneficent Ma- 
ker, gave them passions and desires, that they might be 
gratified ; and gratified they shall be, let priests and zealots 
say and do what they will. Of course, with these christians, 
every attempt to exercise discipline in the church is an as- 
sault on christian liberty, an assumption of power which 
ought to be visited. They are inconsistent because, 





‘hey are the champions for liberty, and yet will tolerate no 
opinions but such as agree with their own: 

They profess to be disciples of Jesus Christ ; and yet 
make mock of those who urge on them the obligation to ««deny 
themselves and take up their cross ;” 
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They hope for heaven, and all its enjoyments ; while they 
«‘love the world and the things of the world ;” and plead 
the liberty wherewith Christ has made them free, as a reason 
why they should be laid under no restraints : 

They have universal charity, and rely on it to cover the 
multitude of their offences ; yet they cannot bear these rigid, 
monkish, austere mortals who would cut them off from all the 
pleasures of life. 

In a word, they serve one master ; and hope to be rewarded 
by another ; they live after the flesh, and expect to be treated 
as those who * through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the 
body.” 

«‘ Search us, O Lord! and try us; and see if there be any 
evil way in us; and lead us in the way everlasting.” 


a ee 


JONES’S LECTURES. 


A course of Lectures on the figurative language of the Holy 
Scripture, and the interpretation of Scripture from itself, &c. 
By William Jones M. A. 


We have no intention of giving a critique on this work. 
Its character has long been established ; wherever it is 
known, it is highly prized. This notice is here introduced, 
because the book has been recently republished in this coun- 
try, and is on sale in Richmond. We recommend it to our 
readers as a masterly performance on the important subject 
specified in the title; and as of course well calculated to 
afford aid to those who wish to understand what they read, 
when perusing the holy scriptures. ‘The Bible ought to 
be made a study by all who have access to it—and to this 
end the labours of pious, intelligent, and learned men ought 
to be used as helps, and preparatives. The figurative lan- 
guage of scripture creates one of the principal difficulties in 
the way of the common reader ; and these Lectures, written 
in a plain and popular style, are excellently adapted to the 
removal of this difficulty. While we recommend the work 
as well suited to general use ; we may add that few among 
us have so studied the subject, as to render the diligent peru- 
sal of Jones’s book, needless to them. 
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The Advantage and Necessity of Revelation. By John Leland. 


A. Finley, of Philadelphia, has just published the first 
American Edition of this most valuable work. In this he 
has rendered good service to the cause of truth and learning. 
Leland was a man of very active mind, and of great research. 
He devoted his life to the defence of christianity, and in va- 
rious learned and ingenious treatises, exposed the sophistry 
of infidelity, proved the necessity of divine revelation, and 
stated the evidences of christianity. ‘The work here noticed 
is perhaps the best of the author’s productions. In it he ex- 
amines the state of religion in the ancient heathen world, es- 
pecially with respect to the knowledge and worship of the 
one true God ; a rule of moral duty; and a state of future 
rewards and punishments ; and clearly proves that a revela- 
tion is necessary to afford instruction to man in reference to 
these great and most important subjects. We would earnest- 
ly recommend this work as the first in a course of reading 
on the evidences of the christian religion. 

While we heartily wish that the miserable trash which is 
so abundantly thrown off from the American press, may not 
sell, we pray for all prosperity to those worthy booksellers, 
whose object it is to make the art of printing and the trade 
of book-making subservient to the best interests of the coun- 
try. 


————_—= 


THE COMFORTS OF OLD AGE. 


On the comforts of old age, with biographical illustratious. 
By Sir Thomas Bernard. 


This is a pleasant little volume, the plan of which was ob- 


viously suggested by Cicero’s celebrated work De Senectute. 


The treatise of the Roman philosopher cannot fail to delight 
every man of taste ; but surely no christian can read it with- 
out a deep feeling ofsorrow mingled with his pleasure. It is 
pitiable to contemplate such a mind, as that of the Orator 
groping its way in the dark, and vainly endeavoring to make 
such discoveries in the region that lies beyond the grave, as 
might afford solid comfort to one who knows that the present 
life is near its close. Cicero, as Sir Thomas Bernard justly 
remarks, made the most of his materials. But the Gospel 
has opened purer sources of consolation, than are to be found 
in Polytheism and heathen philosophy. | 
Our Author has written in the form of Dialogue—Bishop 
Hough, bishop Gibson, and Lord Lyttleton are the speakers. 
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Bishop Hough, who lived to a very great age, is the Cato of 
this piece. in reply to the interrogatories of his friends, he 
mentions the comforts of which he partakes under the incon- 
veniencies of age, which are reduced to these four particulars, 
‘Unfitness for public life—Infirmity of body—Loss of animal 
enjoyment—And anxiety about death. For illustration of 
the various remarks under these several heads, reference is 
made to the biography of several distinguished men ; and the 
work is enlivened by a number of pleasing anecdotes. We 
can conceive of a better book on this subject ; but we have 
not yet seen it; and are persuaded that the perusal of this lit- 
tle volume will afford both pleasure and profit to young and 
old. ‘To the former we recommend it, because they will be 
taught how to prepare for a comfortable old age ; and to the 
iatter, because it will suggest many consolations that their in- 
firmities and sorrows greatly need. 


eB 


ANECDOTE OF PRESIDENT DAVIES. 


It is well known that once, Dissenters were persecuted in Virginia. A- 
mong other unwise measures of this sort, an attempt was made to silence, 
and expel from the colony, the illustrious Davies. He was called before 
the Governor and Council, and there contended with the King’s Attorney 
General, in support of the rights of Protestant Dissenters. The preacher 
gained a compleat victory; and by the dignity of his manners, and the 
power of his eloquence, made a deep impression on the minds of all whe 
saw and heard him. Among others, a young gentleman who was then stu- 
dying law at Williamsburg conceived a very exalted opinion of Davies, 
and often declared that he was the most extraordinary man that he ever saw. 
‘this gentleman, after he had settled in the world, and had become a father, 
frequently inentioned in the presence of his children, the affair at Williams. 
burg, and the impression which the preacher had made on his mind. One 
of these children, now a gentleman of the highest respectability, beloved 
by all who know him, and an ornament of his profession, about two or three 
vears ago, became most deeply exercised on the subject of religion. His 
roind was almost overwhelmed by the severity of his distress—and, as usual, 
the neighbers said that he was mad. He knew that he was a sinner, and 
wished to know what he must do to be saved. Having at the time no access 
to a minister of the gospel, he went to a bookstore in hopes of finding in 
religious books, the instruction and consolation which his case demanded.— 
The bookseller offered Davies’s Sermons—The gentleman, on the supposi- 
tion that they were the production of a man whom he had once known, fe- 
jected them, and was about to leave the house, when a remark of the book- 
seller, brought to the gentleman’s recollection the story respecting Presi- 
dent Davies, which he had, in early life, heard from his father, and convin- 
ced him that they were the sermons of that very man. The gentleman, who 
had gotten as far as the door, turned back immiediately, and purchased the 
volumes. On his arrival at home, he sat down to read, and as though by 
accident, opened at the sermon on the text, “The bruised reed will he not 
break, &c.” This gave him new views—Davies has ever since been hiscon- 
stant companion; and now he rejoices in the blessed hope of the gospel— 
The authenticity of this anecdote may be relied on; and it affords matter 
of delightful reflection to those who love to trace the operations of a wise 
and gracious providence. 
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A NARRATIVE 273 


OF THE 


STATE OF RELIGION, 


Within the bounds of the GENERAL ASSEMBLY of the 
Presbyterian Church ; and of the General Associations of 
Connecticut, New-Hampshire, Massachusetts Proper, and 
of the General Convention of Vermont, during the last year. 


The history of the church of God contains a record of ad- 
verse, as well as prosperous events. Her members being 
sanctified only in part, at no time fully display that purity of 
conversation and conduct, which becometh their profession, 
and too often afford cause of triumph to the adversaries on 
account of their carelessness or failures in duty. In the pe- 
riods of her highest elevation, there is just reason to lament 
that there are many things to be found within her borders 
which are against her. Of these she is bound to take parti- 
cular notice, as well as of the evidences of her Lord’s presence 
and blessing. ‘Thus doing she is not only reminded « that 
she has not already attained, or is not already perfect,” but 
also constrained «< to follow after, if that she may apprehend 
that for which also she is apprehended of Christ.” 

The General Assembly conscious of their duty in this re- 
spect and trusting to the divine blessing for success in its per- 
formance, desire to give to that part of the Church commit- 
ted to their supcrintendance, a faithful narrative ef the causes 
of sorrow during the past year, as well as those of rejoicing. 
They begin with the former, which may be summed up under 
the following heads : 

1. ERRONEOUS PRINCIPLES ON THE SUBJECT OF REVEAL- 
ED RELIGION.—If there is a religion revealed by God, it is 
as important to have correct views of its principles, to per- 
form the duties which it enjoins in the various relations of 
life, as it is to have correct views of morality that our lives 
may be moral.—Error in principle, invariably produces er- 
ror in practice. To be ever learning and never coming to 
the knowledge of the truth, is characteristic of none but those 
who assume for the human understanding, the prerogative of 
sitting in judgment upon the inspired truth of God, either con- 
demning the whole as an imposition, or undertaking to cor- 
rect its alledged mistakes by abridging and falsifying its con- 
tents. Of the former class, we rejoice that their number and 
influence are diminished. Not many years past, they tri- 
umphed, to the regret and anguish of the followers of Christ. 
With brazen front infidelity threatened the annihilation of 
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the Church and the ruin of the Lord’s authority. But the 
Church not merely survives its attacks—she has increased in 
numbers and in grace, whilst her adversaries are compelled, 
though unwillingly, to pay homage to the paramount claims 
f of her God and Saviour, who is King of Kings and Lord of 
| Lords. Few are to be found who respect themselves, openly 
' opposing the truth of God as contained in the Scriptures. 
| ‘here are however some, within our bounds, who, whilst 
they profess to honor the authority of the Bible, with unhal- 
jowed hands, would cut out of its pages those passages which 
| command us to honor the Son as we honor the Father, and 
| rob the trembling sinner of the only hope of acceptance with 
God which his soul can cherish. ‘The well beloved and only 
begotten Son of God they reduce to the level of frail humani- 
ty ; and his work of redemption, to the mere fact of furnishing 
us a perfect example of conversation and conduct. By deny- 
ing his character as a covenant surety to bear our sins and 
carry our sorrows, they lower his example as a righteous 
and holy man below that which his apostles and primitive 
followers afford us. And so far as we have liad the opportu- 
nity of judging from facts, which have fallen under our obser- 
vation, their principles have introduced among all who have 
embraced them, so great a conformity in their practice to the 
world which lieth in wickedness, as to render it impossi- 
ble to discriminate them from the children of the world. 

In connection with these Anti-Trinitarians, for we reject 
the name which they have assumed of Unitarians, holding 
the unity of God as strictly as they do, are the Universalists, 
or the supporters of the doctrine of Universal salvation. It 
is a tribute however which we owe to truth, to say that whilst 
the Antitrinitarians, for the sake of consistency are compel- 
led to maintain the ultimate and eternal salvation of all, the 
Universalists believe in the doctrine of the Trinity and the 
atonement of the Lord Jesus. They however, by assuring 
all that they will be in the end forever happy, provide for the 
gratification of present desires and continuance in sin, whilst 
they live. 

As these errors in principle do exist in some portions of 
our Church, though we have good reason to believe that they 
are not increasing, the Assembly trust that they will be op- 
posed and their ruinous tendency unfoided, with fidelity and 
SUCCESS. 

2, Sinrun PrRacTices.-—Of these the principal ones re- 
ported, are Intemperance and the Profanation of the Lord’s 
Day. Tous itis a matter not only of regret, but of humilia- 
tion, that there should remain cause of complaint and sorrow, 
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on account of their prevalence. The first is manifestly so 
ruinous to the health of the body and the participation of 
temporal advantages, and the last so fearfully destructive of 
every religious restraint and feeling, as to call for prompt 
condemnation from the men of the world, as well as the pro- 
fessors of the truth as it isin Jesus. The Lord’s Day viewed 
in a political light entirely, affords so many benefits calculat- 
ed for the promotion of present enjoyment in all the relations 
of life, as to claim for it, the veneration and homage of sound 
Statesmen. But to men professing respect for the truth of 
God, it presents claims of higher authority, and we want no 
stronger evidence of their actual irreligion, than the fact of 
their profaning that day. As for those who indulge in intem- 
perate habits ; we affectionately remind tiem of their fami- 
lies, as well as themselves, and warn them of the wrath to 
come. ‘They deliberately prepare themselves for disgrace, 
as well as disease ; unfit themselves for the duties and enjoy- 
ments of the life which now is ; and must look for the 
indignation of God through eternal ages in the life which is 
to come. « Who hath woe? Who hath sorrow? who hath 
contentions ? who hath bablings ? who hath wounds without 
cause ? who hath redness of eyes?) ‘They that tarry long at 
the wine: they that go to seek mixed wine. Look not thoy 
upon the wine when it is red, when it giveth his colour in the 
cup, when it moveth itself aright. At the last it biteth like a 
serpent, and stingeth like an adder. ‘Thine eyes shall behold 
strange women, and thine heart shall utter perverse things. 
Yea thou shalt be as he that lieth down in the midst of the 
sea, or as he that lieth upon the top of a mast. ‘They have 
stricken me, shalt thou say and I was not sick, they have beat- 
en me and I felt it not: when shall I awake? I will seek 
it yet again.” ‘The Assembly earnestly recommend to all 
Judicatories, Ministers and Members of their communion, to 
favour and support all efforts and endeavours to suppress this 


~ abominable vice. 


$. Failure in duty on the part of Professing Christians.— 
Under this head we class lukewarmness, formality, careless- 
ness and neglect of regular attendance upon the public and 
private ordinances of worship. ‘They who are chargeable 
with this failure, have the strongest reason for suspecting the 
sincerity of their profession, and apprehending the reproeba- 
tion of their master. ‘To them strictly is applicable the fear- 
fu Ithreatening denounced upon the Laodiceans. « Because 
thou art neither cold or not, but lukewarm, I will spue thee out 
of my mouth.” ‘They who are so far influenced by this spirit 
of lukewarmness, as to forsake the assembling of themselves 
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together for the service of God on his own day, and do 
not offer up to him the morning and evening sacrifice in their 
families, nor partake of the Sacraments of his covenant, par- 
ticularly, neglecting the Baptism of their children ; subject 
themselves to the discipline of his house ; impair their own 
spiritual state ; and if repentance be not granted, can look 
for nothing but condemnation from their Judge in the end. 
To hear that such gross defection in practice had appeared in. 
any of our Presbyteries, was as painful in the extreme to our 
feelings, as the fact is disgraceful te the Christian. character 
of those who are thus violating their duty, and injuring their 
ewn souls, together with the souls of the members of their 
families. 'T’o all these we address the words of Christ, « Re- 
member from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and de thy 
first works : or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will 
remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.” 

The Assembly having unfolded the causes for sorrow, which 
the past year has produced, proceed to state those which call 
for thankfulness and rejoicing. These are: 

1. The regular and faithful preaching of the Gospel and 
administration of the ordinances throughout our bounds.—We 
have heard of no instances of negligence on the part of the 
Ministers and officers of the Church. They appear to have 
discharged their duty, both in the work of teaching, and of 
exercising discipline, in an enlightened, conscientious and di- 
ligent manner. ‘The youth receive catechetical instruction, 
and in some of our Presbyteries, particular attention is paid 
to baptized children. : 

In addition to this we mention with particular pleasure the 
various Religious Institutions which have been established 
during the year, or having been established before, are pro- 
gressing with success in their operations. These are Bible, 
Missionary, ‘Tract, Sunday School, Moral and Praying So- 
cieties ; together with the Monthly Concert of Prayer for the 
spread of the Gospel. Originating in the spirit of true Reli- 
gion, they are sedulously used for its advancement far and 
wide. Between them there exists no collision of interests, 
for they have but one object in view, the promotion of human 
happiness by the power of the truth of God. Bible Societies 
in our day are related to Missionary Societies, as the gift of 
tongues was related to the commission of the apostles in the 
primitive Church. We therefore rejoice at the increase of 
the former, because they furnish to the preachers of the cross 
sent forth by the latter to every nation, the word of life in 
their own language. ‘The circulation of Religious Tracts is 
calculated to awaken attention to and produce enquiry after 
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the way to salvation. In the sence of the closet-—in the as- 
semblage of the family——nay in the social circle, they pre- 
sent to the thoughtless and disobedient subjects deserving 
their examination and arresting them for a season in their 
downward way to ruin. Throughout our bounds, Religious 
Tract Societies as well as Bible and Missionary Societies 
have increased. Ina large majority of our Churches Bible 
classes have been formed, and instruction is dispensed to pu- 
pils from the Bible. Praying Societies have become more 
numerous—few, if any, formerly existing being abandoned, 
and new ones in different places being formed. The monthly 
concert for prayer is generally observed, and promises a bles- 
sing. Sunday Schools have been established in most of our 
Presbyteries, and are affording to multitudes the means of 
instruction for their present and eternal welfare. In these 
Schools, as well as in Bible and Missionary Societies, we 
have heard with no ordinary satisfaction, that the female sex 
have taken an active part in promoting their success. They 
thus manifest their gratitude to that religion which in Chris- 
tian lands has elevated them to their proper station and quali - 
fied them for discharging its duties with honor and useful- 
ness. Last, but not least, we state the flourishing condition 
of our Theological Seminary at Princeton, which promises 
to send forth streams continually to make glad the city of our 
God. More than fifty preachers of the Gospel have already 
gone forth from it, to labor in the master’s vineyard; many 
of whom are engaged on most important Missionary ground. 

2. The beneficial results of the efforts of these Institutions. 
They appear in the success of Missionary exertions—the in- 
crease of our Churches—a growing disposition to give liberal- 
ly of this world’s goods for the cause of Christ—a mceliora- 
tion of public morals—and revivals of religion. 

1. The Missionary field which we occupy is almost as ex. 
tensive as the boundaries of our country. 

For many years past the reports of the Missionaries who 
have labored under the direction of the General Assembly 
have been highly gratifying and encouraging. But in no 
year hitherto have these reports been so animating to the 
friends of the Redeemer, as the present. Not only have ma- 
ny new congregations and churches been formed by the la- 
bors of our missionaries ; not only have those who on the 
frontier and in the destitute parts of our country mourned 
their silent sabbaths and their dearth of spiritual refresh- 
ment, been cheered by the evangelical messages they have 
heard; but in several instances revivals of religion of the 
most important kind and interesting character, have followed 
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the faithful preaching, and been fostered by the pious zeal 
of our missionaries. The demand for their labors is most 
urgent and importunate, particularly in the western and north- 
ern parts of the state of New-York, and throughout the trans- 
atlantic states. 

2. During the past year God has been pleased to add large- 
ly, not only to the number of our churches, but also to that 
of our members. In many of the Presbyteries new congre-. 
gations have been formed. And in those churches who have 
not been blessed with special revivals, the accessions to the 
communion in most have been numerous, and in many, more 
than usual. God has not forgotten to be gracious to them, 
but has accompanied his word and ordinances with power to 
the salvation of sinners. 

Throughout our churches also a spirit of harmony and 
brotherly love prevails, which we trust will be cherished in 
all time tocome. ‘he existence of such a spirit, where it is 
not connected with the dereliction of principle, is a decisive 
evidence of increase in the divine life. « By this shall all 
men know that you are my disciples,” said Christ, « if ye 
have love one to another.”” We are constrained to add, that 
a very large proportion of Sunday School teachers in differ- 
ent places, especially in Philadelphia and New-York, have 
had their work blessed to their conversion. 

3. We rejoice as one of the fruits of Religious Institutions 
amongst us, in the growing disposition on the part of profes- 
sors to give liberally of their worldly substance for the pro- 
motion of the Redeemer’s cause. We are persuaded that 
where religion is experienced in its power, there wealth will 
always be considered as granted with the express provision 
that a portion must be devoted to the Lord. They who do 
not act according to this provision, clearly prove that they 
love their money more than their God and Saviour. 

4, Public morals are decidedly better than they were some 
time back throughout the Church—but particularly in the 
Presbyteries of Niagara, Onondago, Bath, Albany, Long 
Island, Lexington, Transylvania, and the cities of Philadel- 
phia and New-York. In these the improvement has been 
specially observed—though in other Presbyteries and places 
it is progressing. We feel constrained here to mention, and 
we do it with pleasure, that in those states where slavery un- 
happily prevails, the negroes are treated with more attention 
than heretofore, and increasing exertions are made to pro- 
mote their comfort and correct their vices, which are the na- 
tural result of their state of bondage. 

5. God has been pleased to grant unto several of our 
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Congregations a time $f refreshing from his presence. The 
Assembly feel considerable difficulty in selecting from the 
number of revivals which have occurred, those especially de- 
serving notice; for they are not furnished with statistical 
information as it respects the population of the different pla- 
ces. Whilst they desire to mark with peculiar attention all 
the gracious dealings of God towards our fallen race, they 
feel it to be their duty to discriminate between those which 
partake of an ordinary character and those which are more 
than ordinary. Inattention to this rule they are persuaded, 
is calculated to reduce all God’s gracious dealings to a level 
which must have a corresponding effect upon the thanks and 

raises of his people. ‘The Presbyteries which have been 
blessed with revivals are, Cayuga, Champlain, Columbia, 
Jersey, West Lexington, and Concord. Of these the most 
extensive have occurred in the first, where, out of twenty-six 
Congregations, seventeen have been visited with the outpour- 
ing of the spirit, and nearly 600 added to the Church on con- 
fession. Of these seventeen, the trophies of divine grace 
have been most numerous in the Congregations of Ithaca, 
Lansing, Aurelius, but chiefly Auburn. 

In the Presbytery of Jersey, the congregations of Bloom- 
field, Connecticut Farms, Newark, Elizabethtown, Orange 
and Patterson, are gathering in the fruits of the revival of 
last year. The congregation of Rockaway and the second 
church in Woodbridge, of this Presbytery ; the congrega- 
tions of De Kalb, Malone and Russel, in the Presbytery of 
Champlain ; Mount Pleasant, Stoner-Mouth, Paris, Concord, 
Hemingsburg and Smyrna, in the Presbytery of West Lex- 
ington; Bullock’s Creek, Salem, Beersheba, Bethesda, Be- 
thel-Olney in the Presbytery of Concord; Pittstown and 
Bolton in the Presbytery of Columbia, have been favored 
with special revivals. The character of these revivals has 
been such as to prove them divine. ‘lhe subjects have con- 
ducted themselves with that propriety and decorum which al- 
ways characterize the work of God: and after obtaining a 
good hope of acceptance have walked in the ways of the Lord 
blameless. 

The General Assembly feel thankful that they can, without 
being charged with enthusiasm say, the interests of the Re- 
deemer’s Kingdom have advanced throughout their bounds. 
It is true the number of revivals is not so great as in some 
former years—but the fruits of these revivals remain in their 
beauty and usefulness to gladden our hearts. They who have 
been called into the Church from the world, adorn the doc- 
trine of God our Saviour. ‘This we consider as a subject of 
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congratulatien and praise ; for it is an indubitable truth that 
on the consistent deportment of professors of religion under 
the divine blessing depends the successful recommendation of 
its claims to the world. « Let your light,” such is Christ’s 
command, «so shine before men, that they seeing your good 
works may glorify your Father who is heaven.” We there- 
fore exhort you brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, 
that you walk worthy of your high vocation. Whilst you 
earnestly and perseveringly seek fur the salvation of sinners, 
do not neglect your own growth in grace and the knowledge 
of the Lord Jesus. ‘The age in which we live is correctly de- 
nominated the age of action. So numerous are the associa- 
tions for promoting the cause of truth and so assiduous are the 
exertions of its friends to ensure success, that more than or- 
dinary diligence is necessary to take heed to ourselves. 
There is a splendour which this universal and increasing ac- 
tion in the Church, reflects upon individual character, that 
may so far dazzle the spiritual perception, and taint the spi- 
ritual taste, as to give the adversary, a real advantage over 
those very persons who are attacking his kingdom, and cir- 
cumscribing his power. Be much engaged in your closets, 
examining the state of your own hearts, and the nature of 
your motives. Do still more for God in the world than you 
ever have done ; but connect with this, an increasing atten- 
tion to your personal sanctification. Forget not that it is in- 
dispensably requisite for you to cultivate purity of intellect, 
as well as purity of affection. No attention to the latter will, 
or can compensate for neglect of the former. Such neglect, 
has in too many instances already in different parts caused a 
conformity of conduct to the maxims of the world. It is not 
suffi@ient for the professed believer to keep within the esta- 
blished rules of conducting social business, or the statute laws 
of the land ; he must in spirit and in deportment, « do unto 
others as he. would wish to be done by himself,”’ under similar 
circumstances. His morality must be Christian morality, 
the legitimate fruit of his actual union with Him who is holy, 
harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher 
than the Heavens. Remember that the kingdom of God is 
not meat and drink but righteousness, peace and joy in the 
Holy Ghost: for he that in these things serveth Christ is ac- 
ceptable to God, and approved of men. 

In the bounds of the General Associations of Connecticut, 
Massachusetts, and New-Hampshire, and the General Con- 
vention of Vermont, nothing has occurred of special impor- 
tance since the last report. The Churchés are reaping the 
fruits of past revivals ; the cause of Religion is advancing ; 
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vpror and vices arelosing ground. The theological seminary 
in Andover, has eighty students, preparing for the work of 
the Ministry. The various Institutions which have been es- 
tablished in past years for the promotion of Religion are pros- 
pering. Werejoice in the progress of truth among our Con- 
gregational Brethren, and pray that God may continue to 
bless them. 

In the conclusion the Assembly adopt the language of tlic 
Psalmist, ** Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, who 
only doeth wondrous things. And blessed be his glorious 
name forever: and Jet the whole earth be filled with his glo- 
ry.” Amen and Amen. : 

Published by order of the General Assembly. 


Attest, 
WILLIAM NEIL, Stated Clerk. 
Philadelphia, May, 1818. | 


Nore—On page 278, line 4-5, there is a mistake in the printed copy, 
from which this narrative has been taken.—The mistake is in the use of the 
word trans-atlantic. We have no States on the other side of the Atlantic. 
What word was in the original manuscript, the Editor cannot conjecture ; 
hecause according to his information, the demand for Missionary labors is 
equally urgent and importunate in several states bordering on the Atlantic, 
and in others lying remote from it. 
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GENERAL REMARKS. 

As we are not yet able to present 
to our readers the details of the pro- 
ceedings of the great Societies, 
whose annual meetings give interest 
to the month of May, we shall here 
indulge in some general speculations 
on the present state of the christian 
world. 

The remark which has been often 
made, that the Church of God is one, 
may serve to convince every indi- 
vidual that, to whatever denomina- 
tion he belongs, he has, as a christian, 
a deep interest in the state of the 
universal church. The whole body 
sympathises with the sufferings of 
the least member. 

With what is called the Greek 
church, we have had so little connec- 
tion, and concerning it the people of 
this country have received so little 
information, that, in general, they 


L2 


have felt very little interest in rela- 
tion to its administration. Perhaps 
fifty millions of christians recewe the 
doctrines, and worship according to 
the forms of this church. It is the 
established religion of Russia : the 
christians who live under the Turk- 
ish dominion, and the Abyssinians 
are of thiscommunion. We can add 
nothing now to the stock of informa- 
tion possessed by our readers re- 
specting the state of christianity in 
this denomination, except, that mea- 
sures are in operation to revive the 
almost extinguished church of Abys- 
sinia. The Church Missionary So- 


_ ciety in England has engaged in this 


work ; and by the recent discovery 
of some very valuable Ethiopic ma- 
nuscripts, they are encouraged to 
hope, that at no distant period, a new 
edition of the holy scriptures in this 
version, will be published for the 
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We have heard of no missionaries 
sent out by the Greek church ; but 
itis now well known, that in the most 
extensive and important branch of 
it, Bible Societies greatly flourish ; 
and are conducted with undivided 
energy and zeal. 


Among'the Roman Catholics, there 
seem to be renovated hopes that the 
Papacy will rise again to great influ- 
ence and power ; and corresponding 
efforts are making to propagate this 
faith. The spirit of this religion is 
known, and we shall not dilate on 
the subject. It is pleasing to learn 
that some truly pious and liberal 
members of this communion, are, in 
the midst of much opposition and 
reproach, most zealously engaged in 
distributing the Bible without note 
or comment. 


These very brief remarks in rela- 
tion to these two great divisions of 
the christian world may suffice. As 
Protestants, we take the most lively 
interest in. the condition of Protes- 
tant Christendom. It is to the mem- 
bers of this communion, that the 
world is indebted for whatever liber- 
ty is enjoyed, and for the spirit of 
free enquiry that exists: and it is to 
them that we look as the great in- 
struments, in the hands of God, to 
bring to pass the glorious events 
foretold in scripture; to make known 
the saving health of the Almighty to 
all nations. To this high honor they 
seem to be called; the path of true 
glory is pointed outto them; and, by 
many favorable indications of divine 
providence, they are encouraged 
zealously to pursue this labor of love. 
Yet it is with mingled emotions of 
pleasure and pain, of joy and sorrow, 
that we contemplate the present con- 
dition of protestant churches. 


In the divisions, and sectarian jeal- 
ousy which prevail among them, 
there is much cause of humiliation 
and sorrow. Not that this evil is un- 
mitigated by the admixture of good. 
In a variety of instances the dissen- 
tients have operated as checks on 
each other, or by the spirit of rival- 
ry have communicated a healthful 
excitement; have prevented the 
progress of error, or roused from a 
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state of death-like lethargy. Still, 
however, we could wish that these 
effects had been produced in some 
other way ; or rather, that there had 
been no occasion for these counter- 
actions, no demand for these excite- 
ments. Some observation on the 
spirit of the times has convinced us, 
and we rejoice in the conviction, that 
sectarian feeling has lost much of its 
bitterness, and that the gentle and 
delightful influences of brotherly 
love, are diffusing themselves through 
the various divisions of the protes- 
tant church. The Bible and Mis- 
sionary Societies, and similar institu- 
tions, have had in this way, a power- 
ful efficiency. We hope that it will 
increase, and that the time will soon 
arrive when “ Ephraim will no more 
vex Judah, nor Judah Ephraim.” We 
are sure that all evangelical men, of 
every denomination, are called on to 
unite, and put forth their utmost 
energies in promotion of the cause 
to which by profession they have 
pledged themselves. “The success 
which has thus far crowned their ef- 
forts, the greatness of the work in 
which they are engaged, and the op- 
position made to their attempts, de- 
mand this union of heads, and hearts, 
and hands, and the putting up of the 
whole force of the evangelical church 
tothe work. Itisnotalittle strange 
as well as deplorable, that among 
professing Christians, and Protestants, 
every scheme devised for the exten- 
sion of the Redeemer’s kingdom, 
and the promotion of active and 
zealous piety, should encounter op- 
posers. In Great Britain the Bible 
Society, the Missionary Society, the 
Sabbath School Society, and the E- 
vangelical Clergy are, with many, 
constant themes of vituperation, and 
objects of continval attack. Epi- 
thets, associated with ideas of a dark 
and cruel superstition, of morose and 
austere manners, and of canting hy- 
pocrisy are heaped onall who en- 
join and practise the strictness of 
religion. Christian self-denial is re- 
presented as monkish severity, ex- 
perimental religion as the wildest 
fanaticism, the distribution of the 
Bible and sending out Missionaries, 
in hope of converting the heathen, 
as the most pitiable weakness, and 
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at the same time, 2 most mischievous 
and unjustifiable intermeddling with 
the religion of others. And in cases 
of success, where the heralds of 
mercy have been employed by the 
head of the church in “turning sin- 
ners from darkness to light, and from 
the power of sin and Satan to the 
love and service of the living God” — 
where the vicious have been reclaim- 
ed—the ignorant made wise unto 
salvation—the poor made rich in 
grace—the afflicted enabled to re- 
joice—and even the most harsh and 
stubborn clods that have ever been 
moulded into the shape of men, have 
been softened and re-moulded to the 
pattern of the gospel—even in these 
cases, the missionaries employed ir 
this work of heavenly mercy, have 
been ridiculed and held up to scorn, 
because they have not encouraged 
their converts to sing songs and to 
dance! These men are worthy of 
unextinguishable contempt, because, 
instead of making the kraal of the 
Hottentot and the banian bower of 
the Hindoo, vocal with « psalms and 
hymns, and spiritual songs,” they 
have not taught the new disciples to 
warble “Robin Adair,” and “ The 
echo song!” At any rate, the next 
missionary ship that sails ought to 
take a cargo of fiddlers and dancing 
masters with the preachers; and 
some dramatic missionary ought to 
be sent out for the aid of Cary and 
Morrison, that while they are engag- 
ed in translating the Bible, these 
new auxiliaries may turn into Hot- 
tentot and Sangscrit such precious 
pieces as * The School for Scandal,” 
and “The Devil to pay among the 
Tailors!” If, in considering this 
subject, we may take a glance at do- 
mestic affairs; and if the Edinburg 
Reviewers, and other wise and libe- 
ral men have settled the point, that 
acorps of merry-makers must be de- 
tached to counteract the fanaticism 
of the missionaries, we do most de- 
voutly wish that the jugglers, and 
the circus-riders, and the Common- 
wealth’s men, who in these hard 
times have experienced so much li- 
berality among us, may be selected 
for this important service. After the 
invaluable lessons which they have 
given to us, we might now spare 


them for the sake of the inestimable 
benefits which they might confer on 
the newly cenverted heathen, who 
are inso much danger of being right- 
eousover-much. We hope that this 
suggestion will be duly regarded, és- 
pecially as by the influences of these 
lately invented propagandists, such a 
check has been given to fanaticism and 
priestcraft among us, that they are 
not likely to trouble our peace very 
soon ! 

But to return from this digression, 
much as has been done, and is now 
doing for the propagation of chris- 
tianity, the condition of many pro- 
testant socicties is truly deplorable. 
They are infested with a set of libe- 
ral men, who, every where, throw 
themselves in opposition to all 
schemes for the promotion of vital 
piety. On the continent of Europe, 
and in some parts of our own coun- 
try, they are deeply infected with 
socinianism ; in England, and some 
other countries they, in general, bear 
the name of high-church men; in 
Scotiand and in some societies in the 
United States, they are moderate 
men. But however named, and by 
whatever shades of difference dis- 
tinguished, they all agree in this, 
that unless men are disposed to do 
wrong or violence to their neigh- 
bours, they ought to be let alone, to 
go their own ways and settle ac- 
counts with their Maker as they best 
can ; and that fervour in prayer, ear- 
nestness in preaching, zeal for the 
diffusion of religious knowledge, and 
an anxious desire to convert men 
from sin to holiness, are useless, if 
not weak and silly. It is worthy of 
remark, that there is among them, in 
respect to these things, not only uni- 
ty of sentiment, but great similarity 
of language. The very sarcastic 
phrases, and strokes of humour 
which occur in the anti-evangelical 
Magazines and Reviews in England, 
are to be found among the hberal 
men on the Continent, and in the U. 
States. ; 

It is still more worthy of remark, 
that as the zeal and activity of the 
evangelical societies encrease, . the 
opposition is more vigorous. Affairs 
are fast coming to a crisis ; and it is 
before long to be decided, whether 
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the protestant churches will relapse 
into the lukewarmness, inactivity, 
and worldlimindedness, which cha- 
racterized the last hundréd and fifty 
years; or whether peace chris- 
tianity will be revived; and dis: 
ciples, animated with the §pirit 
of their master, and actuated by 
the unweamed benevolence of the 
Gospel, will carry the glad tidings of 
salvation to the remotest bounds of 
the earth—whether the resources of 
christendom will be lavished in the 
purchase of unprofitable, and, at least 
sometimes, vicious pleasures ; or be 
expended in works of christian cha- 
rity, in Communicating thé instruc- 


tions of heavenly wisdom to the ig- © 


norant, and the joy of the Holy 
Ghost to the sinful and outcast race 
of man The contest may last 
longer than we suppose ; but we 
have no fears as to the issue. The 
truth as it is in Jesus, will finally pre- 
vail ; the world will be enhghtened, 
regenerated, redeemed. “The new 
Jerusalem will come down from 
Heaven, adorned as a bride to meet 
her bridegroom,” and the ransomed 
of the Lord will rejoice in the es- 
pousals. As, when, on man’s fatal 
apostacy, according to the poet, 





iging thro t Works, 
ae § of woe, ” 
That all tvas 16st | 
So whén, thé vofumé of tiftve shall bé 
untolléd, ahd the EVéhts predicted 
by the sure Wotd of prophety shall 
Be fulfilléd, it may bé Sid, atid déubt- 
less Will be repeated ih the écsta- 
sie8 of gratittide, 7 
é io Song employs all nations ; atid 
: cry, 
« Worthy the Eathb, for hé was slain 
for us !” 
The dwetlersin thé vates and on the 
i . 
Shout to each other, and the moun- 
tain tops | 
From distant mountains catch the 
flying joy ; 
Till, nation after nation taught the 
strain, 
Earth rolis the rapturous Hosanna 
round.” 
Even so—come quickly, Lord Jesus4 
—As for thosé who oppose them- 
selves, we have no wish but that 
they may experience the saving 
ower of divine grace, and may fol- 
ow the train, ich sivett the triumphs 
of him who, as sure as God’s decree, 
will subdue all things unto himself. 
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FRANCE. 

The condition of the French pro- 
testants, since the last revolution, 
has excited a deep interest in the 
minds of all who love religious liber- 
ty. The Reformed Church in France 
was once pure in faith, fervent in 
zeal, adorned by Pastors distin- 

uished for great learning and pro- 
fund humility; and by members 
ready to resist, and who did resist 
unto blood. Persecution there rag- 
ed with almost infernal fury. The 
revocation of the edict of Nantz was 
afatalblow. It did not however ex- 
tinguish the Protestant Church inh 
that country. There are now, it is 
believed, nearly two millions of that 
communion in France. The malig- 
nant influences of the spnrious phi- 
losophy of the past age, have been 
deeply felt among them, and have 
produced more fatal effects than all 
that the violence and cruelty of 


power and bigotry ever accomplish- 
ed. The church has become ex. 
ceedingly corrupt. 

The French Reformed are Pres. 
byterians, and of course, from the 
genius of their church govérnment, 
predisposed to republicanism. They 
were warm friends to the revolution. 
and favorable to Bonaparte, because 
he favored liberty of conscience. 
On the restoration of Louis the eigh- 
teenth, they were subjected to ve- 
ry great hardships, and sometimes to 
most lawless violence. This exci- 
ted a strong sympathy on their be- 
half, amohg those of the same faith in 
Great Britain. Large contributions 
were made both in England and 


Scotland. The communicatibn of 


this benevolence excited the grati- 
tude of the persecuted Protestants, 
aiid pave gréat influence to the re- 


tga made by their bene- 
actors. The result of the whole 
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will ptobably be a révival of evange- 
lical region in this department of 
the Reformed chutch. They have 
thi Academy now at Montauban, in 
which Daniel FEncontre D. D. is prin- 
cipal, and professor of Theology. 
Wé copy froma No. of the Edinburg 
Christian Instructor, recently receiv- 
ed, some extracts from a discourse 
addressed to the students by the 
principal. We doubt not that our 
readers will péruse them with much 
satisfaction. 

The discourse is on Judges vii. 3—7. 


“These words naturally present to 
the mind the afflicted state of the 
Jews, oppressed by the Midianites 
and the people of Amalek. Nor do 
they appear inapplicable to the pre- 
sent state of the reformed churches, 
reduced by degeneracy, division, 
and indifference, to the most deplo- 
rable condition. So painful a refer- 
ence, however, is soon followed by 
the animating hope of one day be- 
holding these churches united, tom- 
forted and restored ; for the promis- 
es addressed to the church of Christ 
are as firm as those which belonged 
to the Israelites. But that which 
has principally engaged my atten- 
tion, is the trial to which Gideon 
subjects the warriors who joined his 
standard, and the very small number 
of those who, honorably proved by 
repeated trials, accomplished the de- 
liverance of their country and their 
own. 


To me it appeared that this pas. 
sage of sacred history might suggest 
a train of useful reflections to those 
who considered it with attention. I 
shall, with all simplicity, make you 
acquainted with my own. 

You are, my young friends, the 
christian warriors called to wage un- 
ceasing war with the world and its 
vanities; with the enemy of the hu- 
man race, and his works of darkness ; 
with what the Gospel denominates, 
“the lust of the flesh, the lust of the 
eye.’ God commands you to con- 
tend for the restoration, life and li- 
berty of the church. Like Moses, 
vou are sent to withdraw the Israel- 
ites from the tranquil, but dangerous 
and degrading slavery into which 
they are sunk. Like Gideon you 
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must shield them from the attacks of 
the Midianites and the Amalekites, 
that is, from the multitude of erroré 
and vices which lead astray their rea- 
son, anddebauch their sénées; which 
weaken, corrupt, and deprave the 
noblest faculties of the soul. 

God does not respect numbers 
when he intends victory. The thir- 
ty-two thousand who rallied round 
Gideon, were soon reduced to ten 
thousand. Gideon, in conformity to 
the command of Moses, solemnly 
proclaimed: «* Whosoever is fear 
ful and afraid, let him return and de- 
part, and return from Mount Gilead,” 
and in the morning two-and-twenty 
thousandwithdrew. Wemake alike 
proclamation, to keep from the sol- 
diery of God, the crowd of the un- 
disciplined and cowardly, who would 
only carry confusion into the ranks, 
and at the first appearance of danger, 
would abandon the holy standard — 
Whien they become candidates for 
the sacred office, we apprise them 
that the path of the ministry is sown 
thick with thorns; we endeavor to 
make them sensible that it promises 
no temporal advantages, no worldly 
honors; that it requires long and vi- 
gorous studies, and is attended with 
painful labors, constant sacrifices, 
aud frequent mortifications. They 
become a prey to fear, disgust, and 
discouragement, and the greater 
number withdraw. Those that re- 
main, manifest, at least, superior cou- 
rage, and shew that they are infiuen- 
ced by nobler motives. 

But the generous feeling which 
animates to loftier enterprise, does 
not fully qualify for all the duties it 
maydemand. The ten thousand who 
remained with Gideon were again 
trred in a manner worthy of the sim- 
plicity of ancient times. They were 
led to the well Harod. Three hun- 
dred impatient for the contest, hear- 
tily drank from the hollow of their 
hand. To these three hundred, God 
gave the victory over the numerous 
host of Amalek and Midian. 

You also, my beloved brethren. 
have submitted to be tried; and the 
trials that await you, seem of a na- 
ture to produce dread. Sermons, 
expositions of scripture, public 


theses, Greek, Hebrew, theology, 
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natural and moral philosophy, histo- 
ry and sacred criticism. To these 
we add all religious means adapted to 
produce and cherish in your hearts, 
the holy and elevated sentiments 
which constitute the essence of prac- 
tical christianity. What knowledge, 
what talents, what virtues must be 
theirs who honorably abide the trial ! 
They are familiar with the languages 
of antiquity; they are intimate with 
ihe science of argumentation; theyare 
qualified to draw from the purest and 
deepest sources of knowledge; they 
can analyse thcir own ideas, express 
them with clearness, arrange them 
with method, and can clothe their 
thoughts in the beatty of language. 
Deeply impressed with the truth and 
importance of the great doctrines of 
the Gospel, they are able to defend 
them, and to triumph over the pre- 
judice of ignorance, the sophisms of 
infidelity, and the wilful misrepre- 
sentations of error. Their know- 
ledge of church government quali- 
fies them to take upon themselves 
the administration of the churches 
to which they may be called. Their 
serious meditations on practical the- 
ology, prepare them to resolve the 
most difficult cases of conscicnce.— 
Observation, experience, and histo- 
ry, have made them intimately ac- 
quainted with human nature. Above 
all, they are animated with an ardent 
zeal for the cause of the gospel.— 
They regard with deep interest the 
salvation of their fellow-men; they 
are ready to do or suffer any thing 
that may promote the peace of the 
church, extend the knowledge of 
the gospel, and advance the king- 
dom of God and of his Christ. Four 
years of diligent study will give ma- 
turity to your reason, and will far- 
nish you with the means of appre- 
ciating your talents. ~ You will learn 
the extent and the importance of 
your duties, and will be prepared for 
your final examination in this acade- 
my. But I would direct your atten- 
tion to a more serious and decisive 
trial. I call you not this day to ap- 
pear before examiners always weak 
and indulgent. I cite every one to 
the bar of his own conscience.— 
Weigh seriously two things in the 
conductof Gideon, Before he would 





place himself at the head of the 
children of Israel, to lead them a- 
gainst the Midianites, he sought to 
ascertain whether God called him to 
that duty. He relied neither on 
himself nor on his family. « Where- 
with shall I save Israel,” said this 
mighty man of valor; “behold my 
family is the least in Manasseh, and 
I am the least in my father’s house,”’ 
&c. He wanted repeated proofs of 
the protection of God, ere he ven- 
tured to encounter the cnemy in the 
full confidence of victory. Youalso, 
my young friends, ere you accept 
the call of the churches, ascertain, 
first, whether you have been called 
of God. You cannot expect a mira- 
cle, such as was necessary among a 
rude people in a barbarous age ; but 
you will ask favors more important, 
and no lessdecisive. With sincerity 
you will examine whether you be- 
lieve the truths taught in the gos- 
pel: whether, deeply and experi- 
mentally impressed with their im- 
portance, you can address the Sa- 
viour in the words of the Apostle 
Peter, “Lord, thou knowest all 
things, thou knowest that I love 
thee ;” whether (like the fleece 
which Gideon spread on his thresh- 
ing floor, that became wet with dew, 
while the earth remained parched 
around) your hearts have been re- 
freshed by divine grace, while sur- 
rounded by those who, to the unhap- 
piness of being strangers to its in- 
fluence, unite the pride that denies 
its importance—the rashness that 
questions its effects. 

Another trait in the conduct of 
Gideon, equally remarkable and in- 
structive, was his anxiety, having 
known the will of God, to strength- 
en his own resolutions. He kept no 
terms with the Midianites. He o- 
penly provoked their hostility ; and, 
to render every means of accommo- 
dation impossible, both for himself 
and for the people of God, he de- 
molished the altar of Baal, and did 
it with a secrecy that prevented his 
brethren from opposing themselves 
to his generous-undertaking. 

Too many among us, although call- 
ed to the Christian warfare, seck to 
live in the world, and are influenced 
by its maxims and spirit. My dear 
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brethren, let me boldly declare, that 
they who cherish such a temper of 
mind, bear in vain the name of pas- 
tors ; they are strangers to the holi- 
ness of principle and conduct which 
their office demands. The certifi- 
cates and diplomas they may receive 
will only prove lying and insignifi- 
cant titles. If called to the pastoral 
office, their rash acceptance will 
form an act of accusation against 
them before God, to which they can 
have nothing toanswer. The impo- 
sition of hands, which they shall re- 
ccive, will leave on their dishonored 
heads the seal of eternal reprobation;! 
This is no figure of rhetoric; it is 
the exact truth, such as it appears 
to me, and must appear to you, if 
you have studied the Moly Scrip- 
tures, and believe them to centain 
the will of God. 

Young ministers of Christ, the first 
evidence you must give of your cou- 
rage and devotedness, is to cast down 
the altar of Baal; is to trace between 
yourselves and the world a broad 
line of demarcation, to announce 
yourselves as the servants of the Re- 
deemer, and to adopt a language and 
conduct which will evidence, beyond 
all doubt, that your minds are matur- 
ed by the study, and animated by 
the spirit, of the gospel. For this, 
you doubtless will be blamed. The 
very brethren of Gideon rose up a- 
gainst him in greatfury. Yours may 
be the first to condemn your con- 
duct, because it condemns theirs.— 
They will not say with the ferocious 
inhabitants of Ophrah, * Bring him 
out that he may die ;” but they will 
attack you with the weapons of ridi- 
cule. They will insult, meanly tra- 
duce you; they will embitter all 
your words and actions, and, howe- 
ver divided among themselves, will 
readily unite to persecute vou. Fear 
them not; be not cast down by un- 
hallowed opposition; rather rejoice 
that you are found worthy to suffer 
loss, affliction, or reproach for the 
cause you have espoused. Can you 
anticipate victory without a combat ? 

He who pretends to the character 
of aminister of the gospel, while he 
disbelieves the most essential doc- 
trines of that gospel, is the vilest 
and most contemptible of beings.— 
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Miserable comedian ! he in early life 
puts ona mask, which he must wear 
till death. He must always feign 
sentiments to which he is an utter 
stranger. He is called to administer 
sacraments which he esteems with- 
out efficacy; to teach youth what 
he considers the most absurd fables ; 
and to weary the public with pom- 
pous lies, delivered with effrontery 
from the pulpit, which, when he oc- 
cupies it, is falsely denominated the 
vehicle of truth. He quotes, as in- 
spired of God, a book which he 
views as the production of fraud and 
of imposture. He implores the aid 
of the Holy Spirit, and regards his 
influence asanabsurdity. He invites 
us torepeat after him, “I believe in 
Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son 
of God;” but he degrades Jesus 
Christ to the rank of a mortal, and 
thus makes him the most criminal of 
impostors. His whole life is an im- 
position on the credulity of men, and 
offers the most daring outrage to the 
Deity. Iseek, in vain, amidst the 
haunts of turpitude and of crime, 
in the dungeons of guilt, fora mon- 
ster sufficiently depraved for his 
associate ; equally deserving of pub- 
lic execration. The hypocritical mi- 
nister appears to me to have reached 
the utmost boundary of guilt. Other 
sinners feel the momentary pang of 
repentance; but this impious pre- 
tender is habituated to fraud, perju- 
ry, blasphemy, and sacrilege. No 
dependance can ever be placed on 
him: he is never out of his part.— 
Let him speak, let him act; it is al- 
ways the comedian you see; it is al- 
ways the comedian you hear. 

Young soldiers of Christ, objects 
of our tenderest and most sanguine 
hopes, the sacred fire is not totally 
extinctinourchurches. We, doubt- 
less, have cause to deplore their lan- 
guor and decay; still the principle 
of life, to which they owed their 
former prosperity, yet lives insome, 
may re-animate them all, and, 
through your exertions, may display 
its influence with renewed energy 
Seek to be deeply impressed with 
the high importance of your office. 
No longer view it asa trade, as a 
profession in which you engage for 
the sake of rank and emolument.— 


Manifest, by your actions, by your 
conversation, by your deportment in 
worship, by diligent attcndance on 
the lectus, by unwearied applica- 
tion to study, and by the employment 
of your leisure hours—manitest, I 
say, the grand object, the noble end, 
you constantly keep in view. And 
let me repeat the important counsel : 
Cast down the altar of Baal, or re- 
nounce forever the holy office of the 
ministry of the gospel. If your am- 
bition enly points to places of profit 
and of honor; if, in fine, you seek, 
you expect all from the world, open- 
!y give yourselves up to its pursuits : 
but if you have higher ideas of your 
nature and destiny; if you are look- 
ing forward to greater things, and 
are aspiring to a felicity more per- 
fect, more certain, mere durable ; 
give yourselves up unreservedly to 
‘im who alone can bestow it. He 
commands you as the first condition, 
to abandon the world, which de- 
ceives, flatters, and despises you— 
the world where, except a few rapid 
pleasures, you will only find bitter 
regrets, and horrible remorse, sad 
forerunners of sorrows from which 
my mind shrinks with horror, and of 
which it refuses to sketch the dread- 
ful picture. 

What more, my beloved friends, 
can [say? What motives, what ex- 
pressions, can [ employ, to convince, 
to persuade, to move you, and to ope- 
rate a joytul and durable change ? 
Alas! what effect can my words pro- 
duce, if you disregard even the 
words of God? ‘That word alone, 
and the assistance of the Holy Spirit, 
which I constantly implore for you, 
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are ny only but powerful resources. 
I shall end, as I began, with the Ho- 
ly Scriptures. To you I therefore 
address the words of Elijah: “Ifthe 
Lord be God, follow him; but if 
Baal be God, follow him.” I say 
with the apostle, « If there be there- 
fore any consolation in Christ, if any 
comfort of love, if any fellowship of 
the spirit, if any bowels and mercies, 
fulfil ye my joys that ye be likemind- 
ed, having the same love, being of 
one accord, and of one mind.” Fi- 
nally, Tsay to you, with Joshua, 
* Choose you this day whom you 
will serve ; as for me and my house, 
we will sérve the Lord.” 
—— + a 

Intelligence from Europe, encou- 
rages the hope that the labors of 
christians will not be in vain for the 
conversion of the Jews. In our last 
No. we gave a striking anecdote of 
a Jew. Here is another—« Why” 
said one of that people “ do you not 
impress upon christians, that, pure 
and divine as their religion is, it 
cannot lead them to felicity, unless 
it influence their hearts and their 
lives. Lam persuaded that a great 
pert of the Jews would have em- 
braced the Christian religion, if 
christians had manifested towards 
them that brotherly love, and exem- 
plary conduct, which the pure and 
exalted principles of Christ incul- 
cate.” eee 


cp We have been obliged to omit 
several articles, on account of the 
length of the highly interesting 
charge from Dr. Encontre, to his 
students. 


~~» 


NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


-VYelancthon, will appear in our next. ! 
A Defence of Christianity by appealing to history, contains.many very 


just observations, and affords decided proofs that the Author is well affect- 


ed to a good cause; but the historal facts are so without arrangement, apd 
the piece bears such evident marks of haste, that we must decline the 
publication.—At the same time we think it just to remark that careful exey- 
cise in composition will doubtless enable a young man of the Author’s vi- 
gorous mind, to write for the instruction of the public. 

L. is informed that his allegory has just come to hand, and is under consi- 
deration. It came too late for publication the present month, 

Correspondents, who would ensure the publication of any paper in any 
particular month, would do well to transmit it to the Editor in time to be re- 
ceived between the 15th and twentieth of that month, at latest. 
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